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PUBLIC NOTICE 

For Information Contact: NMFS-SEA-16-14 
Gretchen Hanshew (206) 526-6147 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 1, 2016 

Proposed changes to commercial sablefish fishing regulations,  
including use of electronic fish tickets for all commercial sablefish landings 

NMFS is seeking public comment on the proposed regulatory changes for the commercial West Coast 
Groundfish fisheries that harvest sablefish. Public comments must be received by July 1, 2016. 

This proposed rule contains eight major actions, along with related minor clarifications and non-
substantive changes. 

1. Electronic fish tickets;
2. Ownership limitation exemption;
3. Joint registration;
4. Remove sablefish at-sea processing exemption (only for limited entry fixed gear sablefish

vessels when participating in the Shorebased Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) Program);
5. Amendment 6 sablefish allocation clarifications;
6. Declarations when vessel registers a Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) unit;
7. Updated equipment requirements for electronic fish tickets; and
8. Clarifications regarding “take” versus “take and retain” and how those phrases are used in

groundfish regulations.

This proposed rule contains burden-hour estimates for collection-of-information requirements related to 
the Paperwork Reduction Act. We are seeking comments on the burden hour estimates described in this 
rule. 

View or download the proposed rule on the NMFS West Coast Region website at: 
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/frn/2016/81fr34947.pdf 

Submit your comments online via the Federal electronic rulemaking portal: 
https://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=NOAA-NMFS-2016-0032-0001 
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