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Overview

• Listing decision framework

• Summary of ESA “Listing Factors”

• Status of ESA Listing Factors for Columbia Basin salmon 

and steelhead
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Endangered, Threatened, 

Delisting, “Broad Sense” Goals

ESA Delisting Goals

“Recovery Plans”

Species’ Status
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Relevant Endangered Species Act Provisions

• Sec. 4(a)(1) – “The Secretary shall … determine whether 

any species is an endangered species or a threatened 

species because of any of the following factors:

(A) the present or threatened destruction, modification, or 

curtailment of its habitat or range;

(B) overutilization for commercial, recreational, scientific or 

educational purposes;

(C) disease or predation;

(D) the inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms;

(E) other natural or manmade factors affecting its continued 

existence
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(A)  Habitat

Side-channel, estuarine, nearshore, floodplain habitat

Passage Barriers

Channel structure, complexity, substrate

Water quantity & quality

Riparian Habitat
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(B)  Overutilization

Lower 

Columbia River 

Coho
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(C)  Disease & Predation
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(D)  Inadequacy of Regulatory Mechanisms

Are the necessary regulations in place?  Are 

they being implemented? Are they being 

enforced? Are they being monitored? Are they 

effective?
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(E)  Other Natural & Manmade Factors

Climate Change
Hatcheries

2040s              +3.2F

1970-1999
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Example:  Middle Columbia River Steelhead
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Example:  Upper Willamette Steelhead
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Example:  Lower Columbia River coho
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