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Seabirds:

1. The peak gentoo penguin clutch initiation occurred on Nov. 27th. To date 92% of the gentoo
penguin reproduction study nests are incubating partial or full clutches and 8% have yet to initiate 
clutches 
2. The peak chinstrap penguin clutch initiation occurred on Nov. 24th. To date, 99% of the chinstrap 
penguin reproduction study nests are incubating partial or full clutches and 1% have yet to initiate 
clutches. 
3. On November 25, we weighed a sample of adult chinstraps and measured their first egg. Mean 
masses of males and females were slightly lower than the previous 10-year mean. Mean egg mass was 
approximately equal to the previous 10-year mean. 
4. We continue to monitor known-age penguins. To date, 18 known-age gentoo penguins have 
initiated clutches and 75 known-age chinstraps have initiated clutches. 
5. We continue to monitor brown skua territories for nesting activity. Many of the hilltops where the 
skuas breed are still snow covered. No eggs were seen but nest bowls were observed on several 
territories. 

Pinnipeds: 

6. All but two of the 21 southern elephant seal pups born on Cape Shirreff have weaned. Once these 
last two pups have weaned, likely not until mid-December, we will conclude early season elephant seal 
captures. 
7. We recorded our first elephant seal tagged somewhere other than Cape Shirreff this week. It was a 
juvenile and was also branded. 
8. At the last census of fur seal study beaches on 29 Nov we recorded a total of 312 adult females and 
147 pups (146 live and one dead). 
9. We have concluded range tests of our two VHF receiving stations for monitoring trip duration of 
fur seals. Both stations are now ready to begin logging instrumented fur seals. We will begin the first 
captures on 1 December. 
10. We have now recorded 28 adult tagged females that have arrived to the Cape. Twenty-two of these 
have parturition sites within the U.S. AMLR study area. Natality rate to date is 75.0%. We expect this 
rate to increase since many non-pregnant females arrive earlier than pregnant females. Our total
population of tagged adult females within our study-site is approximately 192 (10-12% of the female 
population breeding within our study-site). 
11. We have recorded 21 known-age Antarctic fur seals tagged as pups. 
12. At our last Cape-wide phocid census we recorded 185 southern elephant 
seals, 34 Weddell seals, and no leopard or crabeater seals. 
13. We had a dead Weddell seal pup appear in the melting snow of one of 
our beaches. It had obviously been born this year, before our arrival, but 
we estimate it had been buried under a foot of snow 
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that must have accumulated after it was born. There was no evidence that it had been scavenged 
before being buried. 

Weather: 

14. Yesterday we had a storm, clocking winds into the upper 50's and lower 60's (mph). It was 
another easterly and came with some precipitation. The mean temperature for the week was 
0.7°C. The high temperature for the week was 5.7°C and the low was -2.3°C. Total 
precipitation this week was 0.4 inches. Most winds, this week, were from the west. Mean wind 
speed was 12.2 mph with maximum wind gusts of 36 mph (these data are for Saturday to 
Saturday and do not include data for our storm yesterday). Sunrise and sunset are now 03:15 and 
22:20 and we are gaining about 6 minutes of sun per day. Mean solar radiation this week was 
16,359 watts per sq. meter. 

Camp:

15. On 27 and 28 November we observed a fishing vessel off the Cape. We are unsure if it is the 
same vessel that was observed in October. 
16. Even though it remains below freezing at night we put up some gutters this week to boost 
our water supply. We reinforced the gutters with extra supports to insure heavy wet snow from 
our roof does not collapse the gutter. 
17. We had a festive Thanksgiving with fresh baked bread, smoked turkey, stuffing, and pies. 
Colder temperatures and an early arrival resulted in much of our produce having frost damage 
but we still have some frozen veggies. 

Submitted by AMLR staff currently residing at the Cape Shirreff field station, Livingston Island.


