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PHOTO-IDENTIFICATION OF BREEDING GRAY SEALS 

AT MONOMOY NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. 

Summary 

The study of pupping gray seals at Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge. 
outlined in a Research/Management Study Proposal submitted on 27 December 
1991, was curtailed as pupping did not occur at the Refuge in winter 1992. 
Two aerial surveys of the Refuge were made, on 12 and 19 January 1992. 

Results 

On 12 January 1992, as part of a survey of the Nantucket area, I flew 
over the ea�t shore of South Monomoy at 0920. about 1 hour before low tide. 
The wind was northwest at 12 knots, and the sky was clear. Air temperature 
at Nantucket was 24°F. A small raft of eider ducks was southeast of Mono
moy Point. On the southeast end of South Monomoy a fairly large, light
colored seal, probably a gray seal, was hauled out. About t of the way up 
the east side a pair of gray seals was swimming side by side, heading north. 
About halfway up the east side was another such pairi a third pair was seen 
about 2/3 of the way up the east side. From this point north to the cut 
were several hundred harbor seals in the water, evenly spread out. About 
25 harbor seals were hauled out on a very small shoal between the north end 
of South Monomoy and South Beach Island. 

On 19 January 1992 I flew over the east side of South Monomoy at 0940, 
about 1 hour before high tide. Air temperature was 12° F, the sky was mostly 
clear, and the wind was west northwest at 12 knots. There were flurries 
offshore to the east. No seals were hauled out. 200± harbor seals and 4 
gray seals were in the water on the east side of the north end of South 
Monomoy. 

No gray seal pups were found at Monomoy National �ildlife Refuge in 
winter 1992. Two females which pupped at Monomoy in 1991, Female Band 
Female C in the 1991 photocatalog, pupped at Nantucket in 1992. Female B, 
renamed "Moby", pupped there on 29-30 January 1992. Female C, renamed 
"Monce", pupped there on 23-24 January 1992. Tern, a female which pupped 
at Monomoy in 1990 and at Nantucket in 1991, did not reappear at Nantucket 
in 1992. A bull gray seal seen with tlfe female 2-Spot at Monomoy on 27 
January 1990, was seen at Nantucket on 29 January 1991 and on 27 January 
1992. According to the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Canada, the 
female branded F305, which pupped at Monomoy in 1990, was not seen at 
Sable Island in the 1991 or 1992 pupping seasons. 

I hope to be able to carry out the photoidentification study in future 
years if pupping occurs at Monomoy Refuge. 
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