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SUBJECT: Update on 2018 Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishing Year:

Industry Funded Scallop Updates and Framework 29 Management Measures

Scallop framework 29 was implemented on April 19, 2018 and new scallop access areas are
available for Limited Access (LA) and Limited Access General Category (LAGC) scallop. permit
holders. In addition, the majority of the New England Fishery Management Council’s Omnibus
Essential Fish Habitat Amendment has been approved and has allowed changes to year-round
and seasonal closure areas. Please review the Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office scallop
fishery bulletins for Scallop FW 29 and the Ominbus Essential Fish Habitat Amendment at:

https://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/sustainable/species/scallop/index.html.

Scallop Access Areas Rotational Management and Days-at-Sea

Four (4) scallop rotational access areas are allocated effort in 2018 for both fleets. The
Nantucket Lightship Access Area has been subdivided into separate areas for rotational
management (see GARFO map below). The Nantucket Lightship Access Area -West and
Nantucket Lightship Access Area - South will be open, and two new Observer Program Codes
have been created, 210 and 211 respectively. Full-time LA vessels are allocated 36,000 pounds
to the NLAA-W area with a 18,000 pounds trip limit and LAGC IFQ vessels have been allocated
1,142 trips. Each full-time LA vessel has been allocated 18;000 pounds and LAGC vessels are
permitted a total of 571 trips in the NLAA-S area. Nantucket Lightship Access Area-North and
Nantucket Lightship Hatchet will be closed in 2018. The Nantucket Lightship Extension area
has returned to an open bottom fishing area with Days-At-Sea (DAS) regulations.
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Figure 1. Nantucket Lightship Access Area (GARFO)

Closed Area I Access Area (CAIAA) has been allocated fishing effort in 2018 for LA full-time
vessels which are allowed one 18,000 pound trip. Also of note, vessels with pounds remaining
from 2012 and 2013 in Closed Area I are able to harvest them in this fishing year, 18,000 trip
limits continue to apply. The program code for Closed Area I remains 202. The Essential Fish
Habitat Omnibus Amendment has allowed the extension of CAIAA access area to the north, see
GARFO map below. LAGC vessels have been allocated 571 trips to CAIAA and to date most of
these trips have been completed, 82% (468 trips) as of June 6, 2018.
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- Figure;2. Closed Area I Access Area (GARFO)

The Mid-Atlantic Access Area (MAAA) has been modified in 2018, see GARFO map

below. The MAAA was previously comprised of Hudson Canyon.Access Area, Elephant Trunk
Access Area, and Delmarva Access Area. The Delmarva portion has been returned to an open
bottom fishing area with DAS regulations and is no longer part of the MAAA. The program
code for the Mid-Atlantic Access Area remains 208. LA full time vessels have been allocated
two (2) access area trips in the MAAA, 18,000 pound trip limits apply. The LAGC fleet has
been allocated 1,142 trips to the MAAA. The Elephant Trunk Flex Area has reverted to part of
the MAAA without distinct regulations.
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Figui'e 3. Mid-Atlantic Access Area (GARFO)
There are no seasonal closures in the 2018 Access Areas.

The southern portion of Closed Area II Access Area will be closed, and Closed Area 11
Extension area will become open bottom under DAS regulations.

Full-time LA scallop permit holders will have 24 open-area days-at-sea and LAGC permit
holders have been allocated approximately 2.8 million pounds in 2018.

Observer Compensation Rates
The fishing year 2018 initial compensation rates for Limited Access (LA) vessels are:
e 0.12 per Day At Sea fished (i.e., the vessel is charged 0.88 DAS for each DAS fished
with an observer onboard) on open bottom trips
e 225 b per DAS or part of a DAS for access area trips in addition to the vessel’s
possession limit for the trip when carrying an observer.
The fishing year 2018 initial compensation rate for Limited Access General Category (LAGC)
individual fishing quota (IFQ) vessels is:
e 225 Ib per trip (open and access areas) in addition to the daily possession limit when
carrying an observer.

Observer Coverage Levels: Observer coverage rates in 2018 for the LA fleet are set at 20
percent for Georges Bank open area, 5 percent for Mid-Atlantic open area, 9.5 percent for the
MAAA, 10 percent for the NLSAA-W, and 15 percent for both the NLSAA-S and

CAIAA. Additionally, the LAGC IFQ coverage rates are 6.8 percent for open areas, 5 percent
for the MAAA and NLAA-W, and 7.5 percent for the NLAA-S and CAIAA. We try to balance
the compensation rates and the associated observer coverage levels to allow for sufficient
observer coverage while providing a compensation rate that has a neutral effect on fishing

effort. Please refer to the GARFO compensation rate analysis for a full and detailed explanation,
https://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/sustainable/species/scallop/quotas/fy 1 Sobscomrat
ecalculation.html
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Linked below are the complete Scallop Bulletins issued by the Greater Atlantic Regional Office
with a map highlighting the spatial changes in Scallop Framework 29 and the Final Rule
publication of Framework 29 in the Federal Register. Also included is a link to GARFO’s
monitoring page and the IFS Observer Pre-Brief sheet with program codes for reference.

https://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/aps/monitoring/atlanticseascallop.html
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsvs/pke/FR-2018-04-19/pdf/2018-08150.pdf
https://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/sustainable/species/scallop/
https://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/fsb/scallop/Scallop Pre Brief Sheet.pdf

Please contact us if you have any questions.
Thank you.

Chad Keith
(508) 495-2067

Tyler Staples
(508) 495-2129

Lacey Bluemel
(508) 495-2188
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