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Quotes from Partners (in alphabetical order)

“The Government of Canada welcomes the restoration of the alewife to the St. Croix river basin and the
broader marine environment," said Canada's Consul General in Boston Pat Binns. Not only is it an
important native species to this ecosystem that will bring both environmental and economic benefits to
Canada and the United States, but it is also a symbol of the responsibility for environmental stewardship
that our two countries share in a region where cross-border collaboration is essential."

- Consul General, Canadian Consulate, Boston, Pat Binns

“Native alewife and blueback herring are in serious peril in Maine and elsewhere—in large part because
of reduced fish access to habitat. So much so, in fact, that they were officially designated a “species of
concern” in 2006 and are now undergoing a status review to determine if listing under the Endangered
Species Act is warranted. We remain committed to continuing to work with Trustees and other partners
to expand access to habitat for river-run fish in the St. Croix watershed.”

-- NOAA Fisheries Northeast Regional Administrator, John Bullard

“Alewives are critically important to several life stages of Atlantic salmon and we know that any river in
North America that has lost its alewife run has also lost its Atlantic salmon run. After 12 years of work
by our Maine and New Brunswick Council staff and volunteers, along with many other groups, we are
looking forward to watching the resurgence of the native St. Croix alewife run.”

--Vice President, U.S. Programs, Atlantic Salmon Federation, Andrew Goode

"Today we celebrate the strong partnerships and years of work that made this the day possible. As
many streams come together to create mighty rivers, we have come together from many directions,



with many voices, to acknowledge the importance of this river and the life it sustains. We thank the
Schoodic Riverkeepers, and the many advocates and scientists whose efforts made today possible."
--Maine Rivers Executive Director, Landis Hudson

“Alewives are vital to the food webs and nutrient cycles of marine and freshwater habitats throughout
Maine. As forage, alewives can help support coastal and inland fisheries and as a readily available source
of bait they can help offset an increasingly limited bait supply for Maine’s lobster industry in the spring
months. We are glad to be asked to participate in this event to recognize the value of this important
species to Maine’s marine ecology and economy.”

-- Maine Department of Marine Resources Commissioner, Patrick Keliher

"The Bureau of Indian Affairs is proud to be here today to celebrate the return of alewives to the St.
Croix River and to acknowledge the dedication of all the individuals who worked so tirelessly to achieve
this goal. We look forward to coordinating with the Passamaquoddy Tribe and all of the involved
agencies and organizations to fulfill the federal trust responsibility and ensure the sustainability of this
important resource for generations to come."

- Acting Deputy Regional Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Scott Meneely

“The return of alewives to the St. Croix River offers new hope for the health of the Gulf of Maine and its
fisheries. The St. Croix may now become the nation’s largest alewife run. NRCM has been working with
others to reopen this river to its native fish since 2001, to make this ecosystem whole again. As the
alewife population rebounds, it will help rebuild Maine’s groundfish populations and supply bait for
Maine’s lobster industry, which is now importing expensive bait from away.”

-- Executive Director of the Natural Resources Council of Maine (NRCM), Lisa Pohlmann

“EPA was able to support the continued effort to restore the St. Croix River through our outreach and
consultation with the Passamaquoddy Tribes and our work to review Water Quality Standards. We look
forward to continuing to work with our federal, state and Tribal partners in protecting and restoring
waterways in New England. “

-- Regional Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency Region 1, Curt Spalding

“St. Croix River restoration to benefit migratory fish has been a priority for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service for many decades,” said Service Northeast Regional Director, Wendi Weber. “This watershed
has the highest potential for alewife production of any in Maine, providing ecological and economic
benefits, as well as significant cultural benefits for the Passamaquoddy People. Today marks a great
milestone in our efforts. We look forward to many more years of collaboration in the watershed.”

-- Northeast Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Wendi Weber

"This day is truly an historic occasion and one that would not have been possible without the
commitment and hard work of a coalition of fishermen, environmentalists, the Passamaquoddy Tribe
and many others. The law that CLF and others fought so hard to enact corrects a practice of fisheries
mismanagement that has been allowed to stand for almost two decades. To be sure, there are still
challenges to meet to ensure that the St. Croix native fisheries are fully restored to the watershed, but
today we are proud of our shared victory and welcome these fish back to their native spawning
grounds."

--Executive Vice-President and Director for Conservation Law Foundation/Maine, Sean Mahoney



