
For small entity compliance guides, this bulletin complies with section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory 
Enforcement and Fairness Act of 1996.  This notice is authorized by the Regional Administrator of the National 

Marine Fisheries Service, Greater Atlantic Region. 

Page 1 of 1 

Greater Atlantic Region Bulletin 
   NOAA Fisheries, Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office, 55 Great Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930 

 

 

 
For Information Contact: 
Sustainable Fisheries Division 
(978) 281 – 9315 

 
www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov 

    Date Issued: 3/16/2018 
  

Northeast Multispecies Permit Holders 
Establishment of a Control Date for the Charter/Party Fishery 

Effective Date: March 19, 2018 
 

 
The new control date for the Northeast (NE) multispecies charter/party fishery is March 19, 
2018.  The New England Fishery Management Council set this new control date because it may 
consider a future management action to limit the number of or otherwise affect participants in the 
charter/party fishery.  The control date is intended to discourage speculative entry or fishing 
activity while the Council considers if, and how, participation in the fishery may be affected.  

The control date, by itself, does not affect you at this time.  The Council could use the control 
date as qualification criteria for any limited access program or other management measure, but 
may also use additional or different criteria.  The control date does not commit the Council to 
develop any particular management program or criteria for participation in the fishery.  The 
Council may also choose to take no further action. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What do I need 
to do? 

Find and keep all documents associated with your Federal groundfish charter/party 
permit including landing or other fishing or ownership records.  The Council may use 
any range of fishing years in a future action, so you should preserve all groundfish 
charter/party related documents that you have. 

Will this affect 
my permit? 

This control date, by itself, does not affect your permit or fishing privileges.  Any 
action to develop a limited access program for the charter/party fishery would require 
a change to the Fishery Management Plan.  Future effects of this control date will 
depend on the measures that the Council develops by the Council and your permit’s 
landings history.  We encourage you to participate in the development of such actions 
by the Council to better understand how such measures may affect you in the future. 

How will this 
control date be 

used? 

The Council may use this control date for entry or participation qualification, along 
with additional criteria, or may use qualification criteria different from the new control 
date.  The Council may also choose to take no further action 

When will this 
control date be 

used? 

The Council has not yet initiated an action to control access to or participation in the 
NE multispecies charter/party fishery, but it may choose to do so in the future.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


