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GARFO engagement with 
FERC licensed projects 

National Marine Fisheries Service is responsible for the stewardship of our nation's ocean 
resources and their habitat. Supporting this mission, the Greater Atlantic Regional 
Fisheries Office participates in the licensing process for hydropower projects through the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  We are actively involved in 80 hydropower 
projects ranging in size from storage projects with no generation to facilities generating 
over one gigawatt.  Our staff primarily focus on large mainstem rivers including the Union, 
Penobscot, Kennebec, Androscoggin, Saco, Merrimack, Connecticut, Hudson and 
Susquehanna.  These rivers were identified as agency priorities based on available habitat 
and restoration potential.  Our goal for these rivers is to ensure safe, timely and effective 
upstream and downstream passage for diadromous species.  A team of biologists, fishway 
engineers, and attorneys work to develop sound recommendations and prescriptive 
measures intended to mitigate project impacts and protect and restore diadromous fish 
populations. 

Highlighted fish passage at projects in Maine Mattaceunk :  Fish passage exists for 

Atlantic salmon. Upstream and 

downstream passage for American eel, 

blueback herring and American shad 

are a high priority for relicensing. 

Howland: Penobscot Settlement; 

Surrendered and decommissioned.  

A nature-like fishway was 

operational in 2016. 

Stillwater: Penobscot 

Settlement; increased 

generation in 2012; angled bar 

rack and dedicated eel passage 

protects out migrating fish. 

Milford: Penobscot Settlement; 

a $12 million fishlift operational in 

2013. Over 500,000 river herring 

passed this project in 2015. 

Great Works Dam: Penobscot 

Settlement; Removed in 2012. 

Veazie Dam: Penobscot 

Settlement; Removed in 2013. 

Orono: Penobscot Settlement; 

increased generation in 2012; 

fish trap for anadromous fish 

and dedicated eel passage. 

Ellsworth: A fish trap 

supports stocking and 

harvest of alewife.  

Improvements to passage 

being evaluated in the 

relicensing process 

Williams: The licensee has 

agreed to construct an upstream 

eelway as part relicensing. 

Burnham: KHDG Agreement; fish lift 

operational in 2007; includes 

passage protection for American eel. 

Sandy River Project: License 

Surrendered; Removed in 

2006 

Hydro-Kennebec: The KHDG 

Agreement and ISPP for 

endangered salmon led to 

construction of volitional upstream 

fishway to be operational 2017. 

Lockwood: KHDG Agreement; a fish trap 

and eel passage was installed in 2006. 

The ISPP for endangered salmon was key 

to construction of  the upstream fishway. 

Benton Falls: KHDG Agreement; 

fish lift operational in 2007; > 1.5 

million river herring pass each 

season; includes passage 

protection for American eel. 

Ft Halifax 
Dam 

Removed 

Sebasticook River Annual Alewife Returns 

Fort Halifax Dam: KHDG 

Agreement; Removed in 2008 

Edwards Dam: KHDG 

Agreement; Removed in 1999 

West Buxton: Saco River Agreement; Letter 

of Understanding yielded radiotelemetry 

studies and 3D CFD modeling to support 

design of a Denil ladder; upstream eelway to 

be operational 2016. 

Bar Mills: Saco River Agreement Denil 

fish ladder to be operational by 2019; 

upstream eelway in 2014. 

Skelton: Saco River 

Agreement; Fishlift in 

2001; eelway in 2012 

Cataract: Saco River Agreement; 

fishways in 1993; fish locks in 1997; 

upstream eelway in 2008; nighttime 

shutdowns outmigrating eel in 2012 




