ASAMM-Chukchi — Flight 255 — 25 October 2017

Area flown: Block 3, 2 complete transects; block 11, 2 complete transects; block 12, 6 complete

transects.
Total hours flown: 5.2
Total transect hours: 3.6

Number of bowhead whales seen: 11 (1 calf)
Weather and visibility: Skies were clear to overcast. Sea state ranged from Beaufort O to 4.
Visibility ranged from <1 km to unlimited, with glare, ice on window, low ceilings, and
precipitation. Sea ice ranged from 0 to 100 percent grease and new ice in the area surveyed.
Sightings: Bowhead whales, belugas (including 26 calves), one walrus, unidentified pinnipeds,
and small unidentified pinnipeds.

Preliminary Summary, Flight 255 Date: Wednesday, October 25, 2017

Total bowhead whales: 11 Start time: 10/25/2017 10:40:55 AM | End time: 10/25/2017 3:52:34 PM

Bowhead whale sightings: 9 Transect minutes: 215 Transect km: 789.8

Bowhead whales on transect: 10 Circling minutes: 35 Circling km: 109.6

Bowhead whale calves: 1 Trans+Circ minutes: 250 Trans+Circ km: 899.4

?owhead whale calves on transect: Search minutes: 19 Search km: 72.1

Bowhead whale repeats: 1 Total minutes: 311 Total km: 1176.5

Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 43 Deadhead km: 205

Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 3,11,12

Total belugas: 158 Transect blocks: 3,11,12

Other whale sightings: 0

walrus: yes

Total polar bears: 0

Cetacean Sightings:

Event Lat Long Block Species Total | Calves | Behavior | Swim Direction | On Effort
73 71.25 | -153.45 3 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 270 True
136 72 -153.45 11 beluga 2 1 swim 270 True
138 72.01 | -153.45 0 beluga 1 0 swim 246 False
139 72.01 | -153.48 0 beluga 8 2 swim 192 False
140 72.01 | -153.49 0 beluga 2 0 swim 182 False
141 72.01 | -153.51 0 beluga 2 0 swim 180 False
142 72.01 | -153.53 0 beluga 7 3 swim 166 False
143 72.01 | -153.55 0 beluga 11 1 swim 164 False
144 72.01 | -153.57 0 beluga 1 0 swim 165 False
145 72 -153.59 0 beluga 4 2 swim 166 False
148 72 -153.61 0 beluga 1 0 swim 168 False
149 72 -153.61 0 beluga 6 3 swim 168 False
153 72 -153.74 0 beluga 1 0 swim 181 False
172 71.84 | -153.95 11 beluga 5 0 swim 270 True
173 71.84 | -153.95 11 beluga 2 0 swim 270 True
174 71.83 | -153.95 11 beluga 2 0 swim 270 True
175 71.83 | -153.95 11 beluga 6 2 swim 271 True
176 71.82 | -153.95 11 beluga 1 0 swim 271 True
177 71.81 | -153.95 11 beluga 7 2 swim 271 True
224 71.25 | -153.95 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 270 True
242 71.21 | -153.95 3 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 270 True
319 71.32 | -154.45 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 270 True
394 71.94 | -154.95 12 beluga 2 0 swim 60 True
396 | 71.92 | -154.95 12 beluga 49 5 swim 91 True
397 71.92 | -154.95 12 beluga 2 0 swim 61 True
399 71.91 | -154.95 12 beluga 1 0 swim 61 True
400 71.91 | -154.95 12 beluga 1 0 swim 60 True
401 71.91 | -154.95 12 beluga 2 0 swim 60 True
403 71.9 | -154.95 12 beluga 2 0 swim 60 True




404 71.89 | -154.95 12 beluga 3 2 swim 61 True
513 71.4 | -155.45 12 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 True
598 71.63 | -155.95 12 beluga 1 0 swim 360 True
599 71.62 | -155.95 12 beluga 2 0 swim 60 True
601 71.61 | -155.95 12 beluga 1 0 swim 90 True
602 71.61 | -155.95 12 beluga 1 0 swim 60 True
603 71.61 | -155.95 12 beluga 7 0 swim 60 True
604 71.6 | -155.95 12 beluga 4 1 swim 60 True
605 71.6 | -155.95 12 beluga 2 1 swim 60 True
606 71.6 | -155.95 12 beluga 4 1 swim 60 True
607 71.6 | -155.95 12 beluga 1 0 swim 60 True
612 71.53 | -155.95 12 beluga 1 0 swim 90 True
618 71.46 | -155.95 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 330 True
683 71.73 | -156.45 12 beluga 1 0 swim 270 False
694 71.89 | -156.45 12 beluga 1 0 swim 270 True
697 71.92 | -156.45 12 beluga 1 0 swim 239 True
742 715 | -156.95 12 bowhead whale 2 1 mill -1 True
747 71.51 | -156.88 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
755 715 | -156.95 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 3 True
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NMFS Permit No. 2046
Funded by BOEM, (IA Contract No. M17PG00031)

Lone bowhead whale sighted feeding approximately 45 km northeast of Utqgiagvik, Alaska (Event 513), during
ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 255, 25 October 2017.

Marjorie Foster
NOAA/NMFS/AFSC/MML
NMFS Permit No. 20465
Funded by BOEM, (IA Contract No. M17PG00031)

A bowhead whale “footprint” persists in the grease ice forming in the Beaufort Sea. This whale was sighted swimming
in a northwesterly direction, approximately 30 km northeast of Utgiagvik, Alaska (Event 618), during ASAMM-Chukchi
Flight 255, 25 October 2017.



