
ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 252 – 22 October 2017 
 
Area flown: Transect 10, partial; transects 34 and 35, complete.   
Total hours flown: 6.5 (2 flights) 
Total transect hours: 1.2 
Number of bowhead whales seen: 5 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were partly cloudy to overcast. Sea state ranged from Beaufort 3 
to 6. Visibility ranged from 1 km to unlimited, with glare, low ceilings, and precipitation. There 
was no sea ice in the area surveyed.  Poor visibility and high sea states precluded survey effort 
elsewhere in the study area. 
Sightings: Bowhead whales, gray whales, humpback whales, fin whales (including 1 calf), one 
minke whale, and unidentified cetaceans.   
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 252 Date: Sunday, October 22, 2017 

Total bowhead whales: 5 Start time: 10/22/2017 10:48:06 AM End time: 10/22/2017 6:11:21 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 5 Transect minutes: 69 Transect km: 265.5 
Bowhead whales on transect: 3 Circling minutes: 75 Circling km: 240.4 
Bowhead whale calves: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 144 Trans+Circ km: 505.9 
Bowhead whale calves on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 12 Search km: 8.6 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 390 Total km: 1815 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 234 Deadhead km: 1300.5 
Total gray whales: 7 Search blocks: 17,23  
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 17,23  
Other whale sightings: 17   
walrus: no   
Total polar bears: 0   

 
Cetacean Sightings:  

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
235 67.84 -166.46 23 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 181 True 
240 67.85 -166.45 23 fin whale 2 0 mill -1 False 
244 67.85 -166.47 23 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
254 67.84 -166.56 23 fin whale 1 0 swim 90 True 
261 67.85 -166.73 23 fin whale 2 0 swim 90 True 
275 67.85 -166.92 23 fin whale 1 0 swim 181 True 
283 67.85 -167.27 23 humpback whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
286 67.87 -167.29 23 fin whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
291 67.91 -167.28 23 fin whale 2 1 swim -1 False 
293 67.91 -167.28 23 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 False 
313 67.85 -167.86 23 fin whale 1 0 swim 90 True 
318 67.8 -167.83 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
327 67.79 -167.82 23 gray whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
345 67.85 -168.16 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
351 67.82 -168.12 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
358 67.85 -168.15 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
361 67.84 -168.1 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
367 67.85 -168.31 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
392 67.77 -168.7 23 unid cetacean 1 0 unknown -1 False 
393 67.76 -168.7 23 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 182 False 
423 67.67 -168.56 23 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
436 67.68 -168.45 23 humpback whale 2 0 mill -1 True 
459 67.68 -168.44 23 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 82 True 
500 67.68 -167.4 23 minke whale 1 0 swim 360 True 
532 67.68 -166.51 23 fin whale 1 0 swim 271 True 

 
 





 
 

 
 



 
 

One of two fin whales sighted approximately 60 km south of Pt. Hope, Alaska (Event 261), during ASAMM-Chukchi 
Flight 252, 22 October 2017. 

 

 
 

A freezing river bears a striking resemblance to a birch tree, and is a good reminder that the beauty of the Arctic is 
not limited to the marine environment.  Photo by Suzie Hanlan, taken during the transit from Kotzebue to Utqiaġvik on 

ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 252, 22 October 2017. 
 


