
ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 237 – 20 September 2017 
 
Area flown: Transects 24, 25, 26, 27, complete; transects 9, 21, 22, 23, partial.  
Total hours flown: 9.4 (2 flights) 
Total transect hours: 4.8 
Number of bowhead whales seen: 0 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were clear to overcast. Sea state ranged from Beaufort 1 to 6. 
Visibility ranged from <1 km to unlimited, with glare and precipitation. There was no sea ice in 
the area surveyed.  High sea states precluded surveys in Ledyard Bay. 
Sightings: Gray whales, walruses, one bearded seal, and small unidentified pinnipeds.   
 

Preliminary Summary, Flight 237 Date: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 

Total bowhead whales: 0 Start time: 9/20/2017 9:52:17 AM End time: 9/20/2017 8:02:42 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 0 Transect minutes: 285 Transect km: 1055.5 
Bowhead whales on transect: 0 Circling minutes: 0 Circling km: 0 
Bowhead whale calves: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 285 Trans+Circ km: 1055.5 
Bowhead whale calves on transect: 0 Search minutes: 17 Search km: 49.2 
Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 565 Total km: 2613.8 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 263 Deadhead km: 1509.1 
Total gray whales: 8 Search blocks: 14,19,20,21,22  

Total belugas: 0 
Transect blocks: 
14,15,19,20,21,22 

 

Other whale sightings: 0   
Walrus: yes   
Total polar bears: 0   

 

Cetacean Sightings:  

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 

1200 71.03 -161.26 14 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 

1201 71.02 -161.24 14 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 

1204 71.01 -161.16 14 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 False 

1206 71.02 -161.08 14 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 False 

1208 71.02 -161 14 gray whale 1 0 swim 290 False 

1210 71.03 -160.91 14 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 

 
 



 
 
 

 
Looking north from approximately 20 km ENE of Point Hope, Alaska, towards Cape Lisburne, Alaska. The 

tundra tinged with colors of fall and snow-kissed mountaintops can been seen in this image taken while 
on transit during ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 237, 20 September 2017. 


