ASAMM-Chukchi — Flight 228 — 3 September 2017

Area flown: Transects 4, 6, 31, partial; block 12, 2 partial transects; short bits of coastal transect
from Cape Lisburne to Pt. Hope and just south of Utgiagvik.

Total hours flown: 6.6 (2 flights)

Total transect hours: 1.9

Number of bowhead whales seen: 7 (0 calves)
Weather and visibility: Skies were clear to overcast. Sea state ranged from Beaufort 1 to 6.
Visibility ranged from 0 km to unlimited, with glare, low ceilings, and precipitation. There was no
sea ice in the area surveyed. High sea states prevented further effort in the southern part of the
study area, and low ceilings prevented additional effort in the northern part of the study area.
Sightings: Bowhead whales, one unidentified cetacean, walruses, bearded seals, and small

unidentified pinnipeds.

Preliminary Summary, Flight 228 Date: Sunday, September 03, 2017

Total bowhead whales: 7

Start time: 9/3/2017 9:11:52 AM

End time: 9/3/2017 5:03:45 PM

Bowhead whale sightings: 6

Transect minutes: 116

Transect km: 409.6

Bowhead whales on transect: 4

Circling minutes: 14

Circling km: 39.8

Bowhead whale calves: 0

Trans+Circ minutes: 130

Trans+Circ km: 449.4

Bowhead whale calves on transect:
0

Search minutes: 22

Search km: 96.9

Bowhead whale repeats: 0

Total minutes: 393

Total km: 1919.6

Possible repeats: 0

Deadhead minutes: 241

Deadhead km: 1373.3

Total gray whales: 0

Search blocks: 12,13,14,20,22

Total belugas: 0

Transect blocks: 12,13,14,22

Other whale sightings: 1

walrus: yes

Total polar bears: 0

Cetacean sightings:

Event Lat Long Block Species Total | Calves | Behavior | Swim Direction | On Effort
237 68.53 | -166.77 22 unid cetacean 1 0 swim 63 True
626 71.52 | -160.59 14 bowhead whale 2 0 dive -1 True
631 71.53 | -160.56 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
650 71.65 | -161.05 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 222 True
660 71.65 | -161.12 14 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 False
662 71.65 | -161.15 14 bowhead whale 1 0 rest -1 False
670 71.67 | -161.14 14 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 244 True
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The bowhead whales are moving in to the Chukchi Sea! This beauty was one of seven observed
about 150 km WNW of Utqiagvik, Alaska (Event 631), ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 228,
3 September 2017.



