
ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 227 – 29 August 2017 
 
Area flown: Partial coastal transect from Cape Lisburne to southwest of Utqiaġvik. 
Total hours flown: 3.6 
Total transect hours: 1.8 
Number of bowhead whales seen: 0 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were partly cloudy. Sea state ranged from Beaufort 4 to 7. Visibility 
ranged from <1 km to unlimited, with low ceilings and precipitation. There was no sea ice in the 
area surveyed.  
Sightings: Two gray whale carcasses, walruses, small unidentified pinnipeds, and one dead 
unidentified pinniped.  The gray whale carcasses were previously recorded on 11 August 2017 
(ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 219).  Small unidentified pinnipeds were observed at two haulouts near 
Icy Cape; one (approximately 500 seals) was south of the Cape and one (approximately 400 
seals) was east of the Cape. 
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 227 Date: Tuesday, August 29, 2017 

Total bowhead whales: 0 Start time: 8/29/2017 1:26:55 PM End time: 8/29/2017 5:05:40 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 0 Transect minutes: 110 Transect km: 389.2 
Bowhead whales on transect: 0 Circling minutes: 3 Circling km: 8.3 
Bowhead whale calves: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 112 Trans+Circ km: 397.5 
Bowhead whale calves on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 0 Search km: 0.6 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 218 Total km: 974.8 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 106 Deadhead km: 576.7 
Total gray whales: 2 Search blocks: 13,20  
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 13,17,20,22  
Other whale sightings: 0   
walrus: yes   
Total polar bears: 0   

 
Cetacean sightings:  

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
386 70.72 -159.88 13 gray whale 1 0 dead -1 True 
395 70.74 -159.79 13 gray whale 1 0 dead -1 True 

 



 


