
ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 226 – 28 August 2017 
 
Area flown: Transects 32, 33, 34, 35, 37, and 38, complete. 
Total hours flown: 9.3 (2 flights) 
Total transect hours: 3.1 
Number of bowhead whales seen: 0 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were partly cloudy. Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2 to 5. Visibility 
ranged from 5 km to unlimited, with glare. There was no sea ice in the area surveyed.  
Sightings: Gray whales (including 3 calves and 1 carcass), humpback whales, fin whales 
(including 1 calf), unidentified cetaceans, walruses, and one small unidentified pinniped.  
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 226 Date: Monday, August 28, 2017 

Total bowhead whales: 0 Start time: 8/28/2017 11:01:16 AM End time: 8/28/2017 9:49:01 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 0 Transect minutes: 187 Transect km: 688.5 
Bowhead whales on transect: 0 Circling minutes: 116 Circling km: 338 
Bowhead whale calves: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 303 Trans+Circ km: 1026.5 
Bowhead whale calves on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 24 Search km: 32.5 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 560 Total km: 2517.2 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 234 Deadhead km: 1458.2 
Total gray whales: 131 Search blocks: 22,23  
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 22,23  
Other whale sightings: 21   
walrus: yes   
Total polar bears: 0   

 
Cetacean sightings:  

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
246 68.14 -168.77 22 gray whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
247 68.14 -168.77 22 gray whale 6 2 feed -1 False 
264 68.13 -168.8 22 gray whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
265 68.13 -168.8 22 gray whale 3 0 swim -1 False 
266 68.12 -168.8 22 gray whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
267 68.12 -168.8 22 gray whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
268 68.11 -168.8 22 gray whale 1 0 swim 187 False 
269 68.11 -168.8 22 gray whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
271 68.09 -168.81 22 gray whale 2 1 dive -1 False 
280 68.03 -168.8 22 gray whale 2 0 swim 188 False 
281 68.02 -168.81 22 gray whale 1 0 dead -1 False 
290 68.01 -168.75 22 gray whale 1 0 swim 160 True 
293 68.01 -168.65 22 gray whale 1 0 dive -1 True 
295 68.01 -168.58 22 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
297 68.01 -168.52 23 gray whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
298 68.01 -168.5 22 gray whale 6 0 mill -1 False 
299 68.01 -168.49 23 gray whale 2 0 swim -1 True 
309 67.99 -168.59 23 gray whale 5 0 feed -1 False 
323 68.01 -168.33 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
324 68.01 -168.32 23 gray whale 6 0 feed -1 True 
336 67.91 -168.37 23 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
351 68.02 -168.03 23 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 True 
386 68.02 -167.29 23 unid cetacean 1 0 dive -1 True 
471 67.85 -167.09 23 gray whale 2 0 swim 90 True 
492 67.85 -167.69 23 gray whale 1 0 swim 90 True 
499 67.79 -167.79 23 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 False 
504 67.8 -167.75 23 gray whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
505 67.8 -167.79 23 gray whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
516 67.84 -167.82 23 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 True 
523 67.85 -167.89 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
527 67.84 -167.92 23 gray whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
528 67.84 -167.95 23 gray whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
529 67.84 -167.98 23 gray whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
537 67.85 -168.02 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
538 67.85 -168.04 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 



545 67.85 -168.1 23 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 True 
547 67.85 -168.12 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
554 67.85 -168.09 23 gray whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
555 67.85 -168.12 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
561 67.85 -168.17 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
566 67.88 -168.18 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
568 67.89 -168.18 23 gray whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
570 67.9 -168.18 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
572 67.9 -168.15 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
578 67.85 -168.21 23 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 True 
584 67.84 -168.24 23 gray whale 4 0 feed -1 True 
592 67.88 -168.28 23 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
598 67.85 -168.28 23 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 True 
605 67.84 -168.37 23 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 True 
606 67.84 -168.39 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
607 67.84 -168.41 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
608 67.84 -168.42 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
609 67.84 -168.44 23 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 True 
610 67.84 -168.45 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
611 67.84 -168.48 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
612 67.84 -168.51 23 gray whale 1 0 swim -1 True 
614 67.84 -168.58 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
615 67.84 -168.59 23 gray whale 2 0 swim -1 True 
616 67.84 -168.6 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
617 67.84 -168.63 23 gray whale 5 0 swim -1 True 
618 67.84 -168.65 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
624 67.84 -168.78 23 gray whale 5 0 feed -1 False 
626 67.81 -168.78 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
628 67.79 -168.78 23 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 False 
631 67.75 -168.78 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
633 67.74 -168.78 23 gray whale 1 0 swim 32 False 
634 67.72 -168.78 23 gray whale 1 0 swim 180 False 
641 67.68 -168.66 23 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 True 
661 67.68 -167.84 23 unid cetacean 1 0 unknown -1 True 
662 67.68 -167.82 23 gray whale 3 0 feed -1 True 
663 67.68 -167.79 23 gray whale 4 0 feed -1 True 
666 67.68 -167.69 23 gray whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
667 67.68 -167.67 23 gray whale 1 0 swim 330 True 
669 67.68 -167.58 23 gray whale 4 0 feed -1 True 
854 67.16 -166.46 23 humpback whale 4 0 feed -1 True 
878 67.16 -166.68 23 humpback whale 1 0 dive -1 True 
885 67.08 -166.62 23 fin whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
892 67.07 -166.65 23 humpback whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
900 67.09 -166.68 23 fin whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
932 67.17 -167.66 23 fin whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
960 67.16 -168.17 23 fin whale 2 0 dive -1 True 
969 67.14 -168.32 23 fin whale 2 1 feed -1 False 
990 67.16 -168.6 23 fin whale 2 0 swim 29 True 
1053 67.34 -167.22 23 fin whale 1 0 swim 270 True 

 



 

 





 

  



 

Pair of gray whales cavorting near the International Dateline, approximately 90 km west of Point Hope, 
Alaska (event 298), ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 226. 

 

Humpback whale arching its back prior to a dive, observed approximately 150 km south of Point Hope, 
Alaska (event 892), ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 226. 



 

Pair of feeding fin whales, observed approximately 150 km south of Point Hope, Alaska (event 900), 
ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 226. 

 

And now for something completely different! Team Chukchi also spotted this saildrone, which is part of an 
Ocean Acidification study.  The drone had been north to 75°N and was on its way to rendezvous with the 

USCG Icebreaker Healy today (information courtesy of Noah Lawrence-Slavas, NOAA). 
Sighting cue: bright orange thing with a big orange fin; behavior: sailing! 


