ASAMM-Chukchi — Flight 203 — 6 July 2017

Area flown: Blocks 1 and 2, 6 complete transects; blocks 4 and 6, 4 complete transects.

Total hours flown: 9.3
Total transect hours: 5.3

Number of bowhead whales seen: 11 (4 calves)
Weather and visibility: Skies were partly cloudy to overcast. Sea state ranged from Beaufort O
to 3. Visibility ranged from 5 km to unlimited, with glare. Sea ice ranged from 0 to 90 percent
broken floe in the area surveyed.
Sightings: Bowhead whales, belugas (including 7 calves), one unidentified cetacean, bearded
seals, one unidentified pinniped, small unidentified pinnipeds, and polar bears. The polar bears
(including a cub) were sighted on sea ice approximately 60 km northeast of Cross Island,
Alaska. One sleeper shark was sighted within the barrier islands southwest of Cross Island.

Preliminary Summary, Flight 203 Date: Thursday, July 06, 2017

Total bowhead whales: 11

Start time: 7/6/2017 9:18:06 AM

End time: 7/6/2017 7:20:40 PM

Bowhead whale sightings: 6

Transect minutes: 316

Transect km: 1163.8

Bowhead whales on transect: 11

Circling minutes: 34

Circling km: 97.3

Bowhead whale calves: 4

Trans+Circ minutes: 350

Trans+Circ km: 1261.1

Bowhead whale calves on transect:

4 Search km: 53.4

Search minutes: 19

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 555 Total km: 2320.9

Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 187 Deadhead km: 1006.4

Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 1,2,4,6

Total belugas: 49 Transect blocks: 1,2,4,6

Other whale sightings: 1

walrus: no

Total polar bears: 2

Cetacean Sightings:

Event Lat Long Block Species Total | Calves | Behavior | Swim Direction | On Effort
187 70.44 | -144.46 4 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 True
196 70.45 | -144.48 4 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 False
208 70.47 | -144.46 4 beluga 1 0 swim 82 True
217 70.61 | -144.45 6 beluga 1 0 swim 180 True
218 70.62 | -144.45 6 bowhead whale 2 1 swim 89 True
233 70.71 | -144.46 6 beluga 2 0 mill -1 True
234 70.71 | -144.46 6 beluga 1 0 swim 33 True
235 70.72 | -144.45 6 beluga 4 1 swim 304 True
238 70.76 | -144.45 6 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 178 True
247 70.78 | -144.46 6 beluga 1 0 swim 268 True
302 70.94 | -144.96 6 beluga 1 0 swim 87 True
310 70.84 | -144.95 6 beluga 1 0 swim 300 True
314 70.78 | -144.96 6 beluga 1 0 unknown -1 True
315 70.78 | -144.96 6 beluga 1 0 swim 210 True
319 70.74 | -144.96 6 beluga 5 0 swim 180 True
320 70.72 | -144.95 6 beluga 3 0 swim 240 True
321 70.72 | -144.95 6 beluga 2 0 swim 210 True
322 70.71 | -144.96 6 beluga 2 1 swim 90 True
323 70.7 | -144.96 6 beluga 2 1 swim 211 True
440 70.72 | -145.46 6 beluga 13 2 swim 151 True
442 70.76 | -145.46 6 bowhead whale 2 1 swim 300 True
457 70.83 | -145.46 6 beluga 2 0 rest -1 True
530 70.69 | -145.95 6 beluga 2 0 swim 180 True
618 70.79 | -146.46 2 bowhead whale 4 1 rest -1 True
628 70.87 | -146.46 2 beluga 2 1 swim 119 True
629 70.88 | -146.46 2 beluga 2 1 swim 149 True
921 71.07 | -147.95 2 bowhead whale 1 1 swim 121 True
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Bowhead whale cow-calf pair sighted in the Beaufort Sea approximately 65 km northeast of Deadhorse, Alaska
(event 442), ASAMM-Chukchi flight 203, 6 July 2017.



