
ASAMM-Beaufort – Flight 40 – 7 October 2017 
 
Area flown: Block 3, 4 complete transects; block 11, 4 complete transects; block 12, 4 complete 
and 2 partial transects; coastal transect in Harrison Bay. 
Total hours flown: 7.8 (2 flights) 
Total transect hours: 5.2 
Number of bowhead whales seen: 15 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Skies were partly cloudy to overcast.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2 
to 5. Visibility ranged from 0 to 10 km, with precipitation, glare, low ceilings, and ice on the 
windows.  Sea ice ranged from 0 to 20 percent grease/new ice in the area surveyed.  Transect 
effort was truncated in block 12 due to the combination of low ceilings and the 1500’ altitude 
requirement while within 20 nmi of Utqiaġvik during whaling season. 
Sightings: Bowhead whales, one harbor porpoise, one unidentified cetacean, and small 
unidentified pinnipeds. 
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 40 Date: Saturday, October 07, 2017 

Total bowhead whales: 15 Start time: 10/7/2017 10:12:59 AM End time: 10/7/2017 6:57:29 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 12 Transect minutes: 310 Transect km: 1154.5 
Bowhead whales on transect: 7 Circling minutes: 25 Circling km: 71.9 
Bowhead whale calves: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 335 Trans+Circ km: 1226.4 
Bowhead whale calves on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 30 Search km: 98.9 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 471 Total km: 1882.5 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 106 Deadhead km: 557.2 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 1,3,12  
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 3,11,12  
Other whale sightings: 2   
walrus: no   
Total polar bears: 0   

 

Cetacean Sightings: 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
94 71.24 -154.47 12 bowhead whale 2 0 swim 277 True 

259 71.33 -155.46 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 210 True 
261 71.34 -155.43 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
265 71.31 -155.48 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
266 71.31 -155.47 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
270 71.32 -155.5 12 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
272 71.32 -155.47 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
388 71.59 -156.34 12 unid cetacean 1 0 swim 206 False 
390 71.58 -156.39 12 bowhead whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
395 71.59 -156.45 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 177 True 
398 71.62 -156.45 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 274 True 
468 71.58 -156.95 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 150 True 
469 71.57 -156.95 12 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 180 True 
993 70.96 -152.46 3 harbor porpoise 1 0 swim 270 True 

 



 

 



 


