
ASAMM-Beaufort – Flight 16 – 20 August 2017 
 
Area flown: Blocks 3 and 11, 2 partial transects; transects 1, 3, 5, and 7, complete. 
Total hours flown: 7.0 (2 flights) 
Total transect hours: 3.6   
Number of bowhead whales seen: 0 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Skies were overcast to partly cloudy.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 1 
to 3. Visibility ranged from 0 km to unlimited, with glare, low ceilings, and precipitation.  There 
was no sea ice in the area surveyed.   
Sightings: Gray whales, walruses, bearded seals, unidentified pinnipeds, and small unidentified 
pinnipeds.   
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 16 Date: Sunday, August 20, 2017 

Total bowhead whales: 0 Start time: 8/20/2017 9:56:15 AM End time: 8/20/2017 5:50:06 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 0 Transect minutes: 213 Transect km: 791.8 
Bowhead whales on transect: 0 Circling minutes: 23 Circling km: 82.2 
Bowhead whale calves: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 236 Trans+Circ km: 874 
Bowhead whale calves on transect: 
0 Search minutes: 9 Search km: 30.8 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 422 Total km: 1842.9 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 177 Deadhead km: 938.1 
Total gray whales: 9 Search blocks: 3,11,13,14  
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 3,11,13,14,15  
Other whale sightings: 0   
walrus: yes   
Total polar bears: 0   

 

Cetacean Sightings: 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
616 71.31 -160.65 14 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 True 
622 71.25 -160.78 14 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
624 71.25 -160.72 14 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
634 71.22 -161.02 14 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
636 71.22 -161.1 14 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
639 71.23 -161.22 14 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
641 71.25 -161.21 14 gray whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
645 71.26 -160.98 14 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

A gray whale dives during obvious feeding activity observed just south of Hanna Shoal in 
ASAMM block 14, approximately 80 km NNW of Wainwright, Alaska (Event 645), during 

ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 16, 20 August 2017.  The brown mud and bright blue water are in 
stunning contrast with the dark gray of the whale.   

 


