
ASAMM-Chukchi – Flight 232 – 29 August 2016 
 
Area flown:  Transects 36, 37, and 38, complete; transects 34 and 35, partial. 
Total hours flown:  9.0 (2 flights) 
Total transect hours:  2.3 
Number of bowhead whales seen:  0 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility: Skies were clear to partly cloudy. Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2-4. 
Visibility ranged from 0 km to unlimited, with fog, glare, and haze. There was no sea ice in the 
area surveyed. Fog prevented complete coverage of transects 34 and 35. 
Sightings:  Gray whales (including 7 calves), fin whales, humpback whales (including 3 calves), 
minke whales, 1 harbor porpoise, unidentified cetaceans, unidentified pinnipeds, and small 
unidentified pinnipeds.  
 

Preliminary Summary, Flight 232 Date: Monday, August 29, 2016 

Total bowhead whales: 0 Start time: 8/29/2016 9:41:23 AM End time: 8/29/2016 7:30:56 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 0 Transect minutes: 137 Transect km: 517.7 
Bowhead whales on transect: 0 Circling minutes: 132 Circling km: 401.8 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 270 Trans+Circ km: 919.5 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on transect: 0 Search minutes: 6 Search km: 23.7 
Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 541 Total km: 2545.8 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 265 Deadhead km: 1602.6 
Total gray whales: 151 Search blocks: 22,23  
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 22,23  
Other cetacean sightings: 29   
walrus: no   
Total polar bears: 0   

 

Cetacean Sightings: 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
216 67.69 -167.55 23 gray whale 5 0 feed -1 True 
221 67.67 -167.59 23 fin whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
229 67.67 -167.59 23 minke whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
236 67.65 -167.61 23 fin whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
241 67.65 -167.58 23 gray whale 2 1 feed -1 False 
243 67.64 -167.59 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
248 67.63 -167.66 23 fin whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
252 67.64 -167.69 23 gray whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
254 67.65 -167.68 23 humpback whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
260 67.63 -167.64 23 fin whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
263 67.65 -167.54 23 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
267 67.69 -167.6 23 gray whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
282 67.69 -168.07 23 gray whale 8 0 mill -1 True 
285 67.71 -168.1 23 gray whale 2 0 rest -1 False 
288 67.73 -168.06 23 gray whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
289 67.73 -168.06 23 gray whale 2 0 rest -1 False 
297 67.71 -168.09 23 gray whale 2 1 rest -1 False 
303 67.72 -168.01 23 gray whale 3 0 mill -1 False 
306 67.73 -168.08 23 gray whale 3 0 swim -1 False 
309 67.75 -168.03 23 gray whale 21 0 feed -1 False 
310 67.75 -168.03 23 gray whale 23 0 feed -1 False 
322 67.72 -168.1 23 gray whale 29 1 feed -1 False 
332 67.69 -168.19 23 gray whale 4 1 rest -1 True 
335 67.7 -168.19 23 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
337 67.69 -168.21 23 gray whale 5 0 swim -1 False 
342 67.72 -168.17 23 gray whale 3 2 rest -1 False 
349 67.69 -168.28 23 unid cetacean 1 0 swim -1 True 
367 67.69 -168.68 23 fin whale 1 0 swim 359 True 
374 67.65 -168.68 23 humpback whale 2 1 swim -1 False 
386 67.63 -168.8 23 humpback whale 2 0 swim -1 False 
391 67.63 -168.76 23 humpback whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
398 67.59 -168.77 23 humpback whale 2 1 swim -1 False 



Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
400 67.57 -168.76 23 humpback whale 2 1 swim -1 False 
443 67.52 -167.52 23 harbor porpoise 1 0 swim 180 True 
450 67.52 -167.23 23 humpback whale 4 0 rest -1 True 
454 67.55 -167.23 23 unid cetacean 1 0 dive -1 False 
466 67.52 -167.2 23 fin whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
760 67.86 -166.34 23 unid cetacean 1 0 unknown -1 True 
780 67.76 -166.16 23 minke whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
824 67.86 -167.24 23 gray whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
844 67.86 -167.37 23 gray whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
858 67.86 -167.81 23 humpback whale 1 0 rest -1 True 
867 67.87 -167.79 23 fin whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
868 67.88 -167.8 23 humpback whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
882 67.81 -167.86 23 gray whale 5 0 feed -1 False 
886 67.86 -167.81 23 gray whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
891 67.86 -167.92 23 gray whale 4 0 feed -1 True 
894 67.85 -167.95 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
899 67.8 -167.97 23 gray whale 1 0 rest -1 False 
903 67.83 -168.02 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
906 67.81 -168.02 23 gray whale 2 0 feed -1 False 
909 67.82 -168.04 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 
911 67.8 -168.08 23 gray whale 7 0 feed -1 False 
917 67.82 -167.93 23 gray whale 4 1 feed -1 False 
919 67.84 -167.9 23 gray whale 1 0 feed -1 False 

 

 





 

  



 

Fin whale sighted feeding ~80 km southwest of Pt. Hope, Alaska (event 221), ASAMM-Chukchi 
Flight 232, 29 August 2016.  This fin whale was in a clustered group of cetaceans including gray 

whales, other fin whales, a humpback whale and a minke whale (cluster map 1). 

 

Humpback whale sighted ~80 km southwest of Pt. Hope, Alaska (event 254), ASAMM-Chukchi 
Flight 232, 29 August 2016.  This humpback whale was in the same clustered group of 
cetaceans including gray whales, fin whales, and a minke whale as the fin whale above    

(cluster map 1). 



 

Adult gray whale with two closely associated calves sighted ~90 km southwest of Pt. Hope, 
Alaska (event 342), ASAMM-Chukchi Flight 232, 29 August 2016.  This triad was within a larger 

cluster of >100 gray whales (cluster map 2). 


