
ASAMM-Beaufort – Flight 20 – 24 August 2016 
 
Area flown:  Block 1, 4 complete and 3 partial transects.   
Total hours flown:  3.4 
Total transect hours:  1.8 
Number of bowhead whales seen: 18 (0 calves) 
Weather and visibility:  Skies were partly cloudy to overcast.  Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2-
6. Visibility ranged from <1 km to unlimited, with fog and glare.  There was no sea ice in the 
area surveyed.  High sea states and fog prevented further survey effort offshore of block 1. 
Sightings: Bowhead whales and polar bears. Two polar bears were sighted on a barrier island 
approximately 13 km south of Cross Island, one was sighted standing chest deep in a bay 
approximately 15 km south of Cross Island, and another was sighted resting on a barrier island 
43 km east of Cross Island, Alaska.   
 
Preliminary Summary, Flight 20 Date: Wednesday, August 24, 2016 

Total bowhead whales: 18 Start time: 8/24/2016 12:44:29 PM End time: 8/24/2016 4:09:23 PM 
Bowhead whale sightings: 15 Transect minutes: 105 Transect km: 393.7 
Bowhead whales on transect: 11 Circling minutes: 26 Circling km: 55.5 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 0 Trans+Circ minutes: 131 Trans+Circ km: 449.2 
Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on 
transect: 0 Search minutes: 27 Search km: 97.9 

Bowhead whale repeats: 0 Total minutes: 204 Total km: 780.8 
Possible repeats: 0 Deadhead minutes: 47 Deadhead km: 233.7 
Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 1,2  
Total belugas: 0 Transect blocks: 1,2  
Other whale sightings: 0   
walrus: no   
Total polar bears: 4   

 

Cetacean Sightings 

Event Lat Long Block Species Total Calves Behavior Swim Direction On Effort 
74 70.42 -146.94 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 31 True 
78 70.41 -146.9 1 bowhead whale 1 0 dive -1 False 
82 70.39 -146.94 1 bowhead whale 3 0 mill -1 True 
87 70.38 -146.95 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
90 70.38 -146.95 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
99 70.33 -146.95 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 1 True 

146 70.4 -147.35 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 92 True 
151 70.41 -147.35 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
155 70.42 -147.35 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 188 True 
315 70.68 -148.65 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 1 True 
322 70.63 -148.65 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 3 False 
374 70.72 -149.42 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 95 True 
376 70.75 -149.42 1 bowhead whale 2 0 feed 185 True 
379 70.76 -149.38 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 
384 70.76 -149.35 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False 

 

 





 



 

Pair of totally huggable polar bears sighted on a barrier island south of Cross Island (just west of Endicott), Alaska, 
ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 20, 24 August 2016.  In answer to the inevitable question, the photo was taken from the 

ASAMM aircraft when it was at an altitude of 1443’. 


