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Excursion Inlet  

 

People and Place  
 

Location 
1
 

  

 Excursion Inlet is located in the Haines Borough, on the west coast of Lynn Canal, 38 mi 

northwest of Juneau. The area encompasses 56.8 sq mi of land and 0.1 sq mi of water. Excursion 

inlet is not incorporated, although it is under the jurisdiction of the Haines Borough.  

 

Demographic Profile
 2

 

  

 In 2010 there were 12 residents, ranking Excursion Inlet 341
st
 of 352 Alaskan 

communities in terms of population size. Between 2000 and 2009 the population grew by 10.0% 

with an average annual growth rate of 4.57%, which was much greater than the statewide 

average of 0.75%. However, it should be noted that both overall population growth and average 

annual growth were significantly affected by the community’s small population. Information 

regarding population trends can be found in Table 1. 

 Racial and ethnic composition in 2010 was predominately White. In that year, 75% of 

residents identified themselves as White, compared to 100% in 2000; and 25% identified 

themselves as two or more races, compared to 0% in 2000. In addition, 8.3% of residents 

identified themselves as Hispanic or Latino in 2010, compared to 0% in 2000. Information 

regarding racial and ethnic trends can be found in Figure 1.  

 In 2010, the average household size was 2.0, compared to 1.25 in 2000. In that year, there 

were a total of 71 housing units, compared to 85 in 2000. Of the households surveyed in 2010, 

6% were owner-occupied, compared to 7% in 2000; 3% were renter-occupied, compared to 2% 

in 2000; 7% were vacant, compared to 1% in 2000; and 85% were occupied seasonally, 

compared to 89% in 2000. No residents were reported to be living in group quarters between 

2000 and 2010. 

 Gender distribution in 2010 was even at 50.0% male and 50.0% female. This was more 

even that the statewide distribution (52.0% male, 48.0% female) and significantly more even 

than the distribution in 2000 (80.0% male, 20.0% female). The median age that year was 36.5 

years, which was somewhat older than the statewide median of 33.8 years and significantly 

younger than the 2000 median of 60.0 years.  

 

  

                                                 
1
 Alaska Department of Community and Rural Affairs. (n.d.). Community Database Online. Retrieved October 17, 

2011 from http://www.commerce.state.ak.us/dca/commdb/CF_BLOCK.htm. 
2
 U.S. Census Bureau (n.d.). Profile of selected social, economic and housing characteristics of all places within 

Alaska. Datasets utilized include the 2000 (SF1 100% and SF3 sample data) and 2010 (Demographic Profile SF) 

Decennial Census and the 2010 American Community Survey 5-year estimates. Retrieved November 1, 2011 from 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml. 
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Table 1. Population in Excursion Inlet from 1990 to 2010 by Source. 

Year U.S. Decennial 

Census
1 

Alaska Department of Labor 

Estimate of Permanent 

Residents
2 

1990 n/a - 

2000 10 - 

2001 - 15 

2002 - 10 

2003 - 12 

2004 - 10 

2005 - 10 

2006 - 9 

2007 - 13 

2008 - 13 

2009 - 11 

2010 12 - 
1 
(1) U.S. Census Bureau (1990). CP-1: General Population Characteristics of all places within Alaska. Retrieved 

November 1, 2011 from http://www.census.gov/prod/www/abs/decennial/1990.html. (2) U.S. Census Bureau 

(n.d.). Profile of selected social, economic and housing characteristics of all places within Alaska. Datasets utilized 

include the 2000 (SF1 100% and SF3 sample data) and 2010 (Demographic Profile SF) Decennial Census and the 

2010 American Community Survey 5-year estimates. Retrieved November 1, 2011 from 

http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml. 
2 
Alaska Department of Labor. (2011). Current population estimates for Alaskan Communities. Retrieved April 15, 

2011, from http://labor.alaska.gov/research/pop/popest.htm. 

 

 

Figure 1. Racial and Ethnic Composition, Excursion Inlet: 2000-2010 (U.S. Census). 
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 Gender distribution by age cohort was more even in 2010 than in 2000. In that year, 

female biases occurred in the 0 to 9 and 10 to 19 ranges, while male biases occurred in the 40 to 

49, 50 to 59, and 60 to 69 ranges. Information regarding Excursion Inlet’s population structure 

can be found in Figure 2.  

 The population of Excursion Inlet is too small to discern a trend in its structure. In 2010, 

25.1% of residents were under the age of 20, compared to 0.0% in 2000; 8.4% were over the age 

of 59, compared to 50.0% in 2000; and 66.9% were between the ages of 30 and 59, compared to 

40.0% in 2000. No residents were between the ages of 20 and 29 in both 2000 and 2010.  

In terms of educational attainment, the U.S. Census’ 2006-2010 American Community 

Survey (ACS) did not report estimates for 2010. 

 

 

Figure 2. Population Age Structure in Excursion Inlet Based on the 2000 and 2010 U.S. 

Decennial Census. 
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History, Traditional Knowledge, and Culture 

 

According to oral history, the Woosh-Kee-Tawn Tlingits were the first occupants of 

Excursion Inlet. However, they were forced to abandon the area following a flood.
3
 This account 

is similar to other oral histories in the area describing a period of glacial recession and outburst 

flooding in the Glacier Bay region beginning around 5,800 years ago.
4
 

Two salmon canneries were originally built in Excursion Inlet in 1908. In 1935, Pacific 

American Fisheries (PAF) closed its plant. The other cannery facility burned in 1948. In 1941, 

the U.S. Army surveyed the area from a planned military facility. In 1942, construction of a 

trans-shipment point was started which would bring military supplies to Excursion Inlet. These 

supplies would then be transferred to military complexes in Kodiak and the Aleutians. The Army 

commandeered portions of the old cannery site without the permission of PAF. At peak 

construction, 2,760 civilians and 860 Army personnel were employed.
5
  The military site was 

decommissioned in 1945 and offered land and remaining structures up for sale in 1946 and again 

in 1949. The Alaska Native Brotherhood and Sisterhood of Hoonah purchased one of the 

buildings, and repurposed it as a meeting hall. In 1948, PAFs Oregon and Puget Sound plants 

were destroyed in a fire.  After losing those facilities, PAF converted a Landing Ship Tank vessel 

into a freezer and processing barge, which operated in Excursion Inlet for the 1949 and 1950 

seasons. Land based seafood processing resumed in 1951.
6
 The site was later purchased in 1965 

by Ward Cove Packing Co., a Ketchikan based company. However, Ward Cove was forced to 

cease Alaska salmon operations in 2002 due to market conditions. The site was then purchased 

by Ocean Beauty Seafoods in 2003.  

 

Natural Resources and Environment 
 

The area has a maritime climate characterized by cool summers and mild winters. 

Average summer temperatures range from 46 to 76 °F (8 to 24 °C); winter temperatures range 

from 13 to 36 °F (-11 to 2 °C).
7
 

Excursion Inlet’s topography was heavily shaped by glaciers. The Chilkat Peninsula is 

composed of Mesozoic greenstones, volcanic sandstones, mudstone, chert, and limestone. Soils 

are generally well drained, and include a thick organic layer over silts and gravels. The 

community itself is built on alluvial deposits. High relief topography surrounds the community. 

Densely forested areas comprise of a mix of Sitka Spruce and Western Hemlock. These stands 

dominate much of the environment, with limited concentrations of primarily birch hardwoods 

populating disturbed areas. Alpine tundra vegetation occurs above 3,000 ft. Understory 

                                                 
3
 Fry, E. (2001). Juneau Empire. Juneau Family Preserves Historic Land at Excursion Inlet. Retrieved May 25, 

2012 from: http://juneauempire.com/stories/052001/Loc_Preserves.shtml. 
4
 Monteith, D.; Connor, C.; Streveler, G.; and Howell, W. (2007). Geology and Oral History-Complementary Views 

of a Former Glacier Bay Landscape, in Piatt, J.F. and Gende, S.M. (Eds.). Proceedings of the Fourth Glacier Bay 

Science Symposium, October 26-28, 2004: U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2007-5047, p. 

50-53. Retrieved May 25, 2012 from: 

http://nps01.origin.cdn.level3.net/glba/naturescience/upload/Monteith_etal_2007GeologyAndOralHistory.pdf. 
5
 Roppel, P. (2010). Capital City Weekly. Southeast History: Prisoners of War at Excursion Inlet. Retrieved May 

25, 2012 from: http://capitalcityweekly.com/stories/082510/new_700085831.shtml. 
6
 Roppel, P. (2010). Capital City Weekly. Southeast History: The end of Excursion Inlet’s Secret Military Base.  

7
 Alaska Department of Community and Rural Affairs. (n.d.). Community Database Online. Retrieved October 17, 

2011 from http://www.commerce.state.ak.us/dca/commdb/CF_BLOCK.htm. 
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vegetation consist of berry bushes, devil’s club, alders, and willows.
8
 

Terrestrial mammals and fur-bearers in the region include brown and black bear, 

mountain goat, wolf, lynx, mink, martin, muskrat, otter, weasel, and wolverine. Marine 

mammals include humpback and orca whales, dolphin, seals, and sea lions. Economically or 

culturally important fish species include all five species of Pacific salmon, halibut, Dolly Varden, 

cutthroat trout, rockfish, herring, cod, sablefish, shrimp, and crab.
9
 

Minerals found in the greater Haines Borough include gold, zinc, lead, copper, silver, 

barite, iron ore, and titanium. Marble, clay, sand, and gravel are also present. Regional mineral 

projects include the Porcupine Mineral District, Glacier Creek, and Kensington Gold Mine. Six 

prospects of gold, copper, silver, zinc, barite, and cobalt are found on the Chilkat Peninsula. 

Excursion Inlet is relatively protected from most environmental hazards. However, the 

community is susceptible to earthquakes, coastal flooding, tsunamis or seiche waves, and mass 

wasting (land slides). 
10

 

According to the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation,
11

 there were no 

significant contaminated sites or environmental cleanup operations within Excursion Inlet as of 

2010.  

 

Current Economy12 
 

Excursion Inlet’s economy is almost entirely focused on the Ocean Beauty Excursion 

Inlet Cannery, which began operations in 2003. The 2006-2010 ACS did not report employment 

or income estimates for 2010 nor did the Alaska Local and Regional Information (ALARI) 

database maintained by the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development 

(DOLWD).
13

 Because of this, trend data are unavailable. In 2000, 100% of employed residents 

worked in manufacturing sectors and 100% held management or professional positions. 

Information regarding local employment can be found in Figures 3 and 4.  

 

  

                                                 
8
 Haines Borough. (2004). Haines Borough Alaska, Comprehensive Plan. Retrieved May 24, 2012 from: 

http://www.commerce.state.ak.us/dca/plans/HainesBorough-CP-2004.pdf. 
9
 Ibid.  

10
 Ibid.  

11
 Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation. (n.d.). Contaminated Sites Program. Retrieved May 24, 2012 

from: http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/list.htm#Southeast. 
12

 Unless otherwise noted, all monetary data are reported in nominal values. 
13

 Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development (n.d.). Alaska Local and Regional Information 

Database. Retrieved April 23, 2012 from http://live.laborstats.alaska.gov/alari/. 
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Figure 3. Local Employment by Industry in 2000-2010, Excursion Inlet (U.S. Census).  

 
 

Figure 4. Local Employment by Occupation in 2000-2010, Excursion Inlet (U.S. Census). 
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Table 2. Selected Municipal, State, or Federal Revenue Streams for the Community of 

Excursion Inlet from 2000 to 2010. 

Year Total Municipal 

Revenue
1
 

Sales Tax 

Revenue
2
 

State/Community 

Revenue Sharing
3,4

 

Fisheries-Related 

Grants (State and 

Federal)
5 

2000 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2001 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2002 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2003 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2004 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2005 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2006 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2007 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2008 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2009 n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2010 n/a n/a n/a n/a 
1
 Alaska Department of Community and Rural Affairs. (n.d.). Financial Documents Delivery System. 

Retrieved April 15, 2011from http://www.commerce.state.ak.us/dcra/commfin/CF_FinRec.cfm.  
2
Alaska Department of Community and Economic Development (n.d.). Alaska Taxable (2000-2010). 

Retrieved April 15, 2011 from http://www.commerce.state.ak.us/dca/osa/osa_summary.cfm.  
3
Alaska Department of Revenue (n.d.). (2000-2009) Taxes and Fees Annual Report. Retrieved April 15, 

2011from https://www.tax.state.ak.us.  
4
 The State Revenue Sharing program ceased in 2003 and was replaced by the Community Revenue Sharing 

program starting in 2009. 
5
Alaska Department of Community and Rural Affairs. (n.d.). Community Funding Database. Retrieved April 

15, 2011from http://www.commerce.state.ak.us/dca/commdb/CF_Grants.htm.  

 

 

Infrastructure  
 

Connectivity and Transportation
14

 

 

 The area is not accessible by road. A public seaplane base is available. Scheduled flights 

are available through Wings of Alaska. Roundtrip airfare between Juneau and Excursion Inlet in 

June 2012 was $150.
15

 

 

Facilities
16

 

 

No public facilities or services exist in Excursion Inlet. Less than 10% of all homes in 

this area are used year-round. All lack complete plumbing.  

 
Medical Services

17
 

  

 No medical services are available in Excursion Inlet. The closest hospital is located in 

Juneau. 

                                                 
14

 Alaska Department of Community and Rural Affairs. (n.d.). Community Database Online. Retrieved October 17, 

2011 from http://www.commerce.state.ak.us/dca/commdb/CF_BLOCK.htm. 
15

 Wings of Alaska. (n.d.). Retrieved November 28, 2011 from http://www.wingsofalaska.com/. 
16

 See footnote 14. 
17

 Ibid. 
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Educational Opportunities
18

 

  

No education services are available in Excursion Inlet.  

 

Involvement in North Pacific Fisheries 
 

History and Evolution of Fisheries
19

 

 

Historically, commercial fishing in the area was tied to Icy Strait, Glacier Bay, and the 

outer coast (including Lituya Bay). The Barlett Cove cannery built in 1890, and Dundas Bay 

Cannery built in 1900 predated seafood processing in Excursion Inlet. In the 1940s, two fish 

traps were located in Icy Strait waters off Point Dundas and Point Gustavus. Crab and halibut 

fisheries were developed around the same time. The earliest report of shrimp fishing in Glacier 

Bay was in 1952. Salmon, halibut, crab, and shrimp fishing remained small-scale into the 1970s; 

however, by the 1980s fishing was intensified. In 1975, the International Pacific Halibut 

Commission (IPHC) reduced the halibut season from 128 days to 5 days. On opening day of 

halibut season in 1983, over 100 long liners were estimated to be fishing in Glacier Bay.  

During this time, the U.S. National Park Service (NPS) was reassessing its management 

of commercial fishing in National Parks. Friction between fishermen and the NPS intensified 

over an opinion in 1982 by the Interior Department Solicitor contending that commercial fishing 

should not be allowed in Glacier Bay under the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act 

(ANILCA). This was interpreted based on the prohibition of non-recreational commercial uses of 

wilderness areas contained under the Wilderness Act of 1964. This created contention between 

the NPS and Alaska Attorney General’s Office over jurisdiction of submerged lands and 

authority to regulate commercial fishing in park waters. Alaska’s Attorney General argued that 

submerged lands had been transferred to the state under the Alaska Statehood Act; a claim which 

was rejected by the Interior Department. 

 Proposed rules outlining the closure of Glacier Bay to commercial fishing was submitted 

to the Federal Register by the NPS in 1983. Commercial fishermen argued that the proposed 

rules were arbitrarily targeting commercial vessels, as sportfishing was not included. The 

regulations initially proposed by the NPS were ultimately abandoned under political pressure. 

Negotiations began between the NPS, commercial fishing industry, environmental interests, and 

other interested parties over new regulations. It was the goal of the NPS to come to an agreement 

with stakeholders over which areas to exclude from the proposed wilderness area. While 

consensus was never reached, the negotiations did produce a foundation for the NPS’s 

wilderness recommendation. However, regulations established that same year by the Redwood 

National Park Act of 1978 prohibiting commercial fishing in National Parks went unnoticed and 

un-contested by most NPS and Alaska officials. Although then Interior Department Solicitor Roy 

Spadley Jr. claimed that regulations did not apply to Glacier Bay, NPS officials were skeptical.  

By the late 1980s, the NPS was facing intense scrutiny by both Alaska’s congressional 

delegation and the Reagan administration over ANILCA and humpback whale protection 

measures limiting vessel entrance into Glacier Bay. At that time, commercial fishing had grown 

                                                 
18

 Alaska Department of Education and Early Development. (2012). Statistics and Reports. Retrieved April 24, 2012 

from http://eed.alaska.gov/stats/. 
19

 Catton, T. (1993). Glacier Bay Administrative History. Retrieved May 25, 2012 from 

http://www.gustavushistory.org/articles/booksnarticles.aspx. 
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the point that the NPS felt conditions were threatening their mandate to preserve the park as an 

ecological reserve. In addition, defunding by a hostile congress made it difficult for the agency to 

fulfill its mandates while addressing the interests of stakeholders. In 1988, the NPS completed 

the wilderness recommendation Environmental Impact Statement and presented it for public 

comment. The chosen recommendation favored a phased termination of commercial fishing for 

NPS waters. This was influenced by the NPS’s waning political capital and the endless political 

difficulties and litigation that would likely result from the complex management approach born 

from negotiations in 1983. By 1989, residents of Hoonah were pursuing subsistence fishing 

rights in Glacier Bay; a tactic which non-Native fishermen from Gustavus, Hoonah, Elfin Cove, 

and Pelican would attempt as well.  In 1990, it was decided that commercial fishing would be 

phased out in Glacier Bay and ending on December 31, 1997. The phase-out was implemented to 

lessen the economic impact on communities dependent on fisheries within the park. However, 

traditional and accustomed subsistence practices were still allowed within the park under 

ANILCA, as on all federal lands and navigable waters.  

The area around Excursion Inlet is located in Federal Reporting Area 659, International 

Pacific Halibut Commission Regulatory Area 2C, and the Eastern Gulf of Alaska (GOA) 

Sablefish Regulatory District.  

 
Processing Plants 

 

Ocean Beauty acquired the Excursion Inlet seafood processing facility in 2003. The plant 

itself was established in 1908 by another company. The Ocean Beauty plant generally operates 

from late June to mid-September and processes pink and chum salmon, as well as salmon roe, 

salmon caviar, halibut and black cod. The Excursion Inlet facility provides free room and board 

as well as free air transportation from and to Seattle to all seafood processing workers who fulfill 

their contractual obligations. Living accommodations include access to laundry facilities as well 

as free weekly linen laundry service, and shared bathroom facilities. Ocean Beauty also provides 

free protective work clothing to its workers.
20

 

 

Fisheries-Related Revenue 

 
 No fisheries-related revenue was collected in Excursion Inlet between 2000 and 2010 

(Table 3). 

 

Commercial Fishing 

 

 In 2010, one resident, or 8.3% of the population, held one salmon permit issued by the 

Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission (CFEC). In 2000, four residents held two salmon and 

two crab CFEC permits. No residents held Federal Fisheries Permits (FFP) or License Limitation 

Program (LLP) permits between 2000 and 2010. In addition, no residents held halibut, sablefish, 

or crab quota share between 2010 and when the programs began.  

 No residents held commercial crew licenses in 2010, compared to one in 2000. In 

addition, no residents held primary ownership of any vessels that year, compared to three in 

2000. Of the CFEC permits held in 2010, none were actively fished, compared to 25% in 2000. 

                                                 
20

 Ocean Beauty. (n.d.). Retrieved May 2012 from http://www.oceanbeauty.com/about/xip.htm. 
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No permits were actively fished between 2004 and 2010.  

 In 2010, 7.73 million pounds of salmon were landed in Excursion Inlet valued at $5.36 

million, compared to 12.21 million pounds valued at $3.71 million in 2005; an increase of $0.35 

per pound after adjusting for inflation
21

 and without considering the species composition of 

landings. All other years are considered confidential. Landings reported by residents of 

Excursion inlets are considered confidential for 2000 through 2005. No landings were reported 

by residents between 2006 and 2010. Information regarding commercial fishing trends can be 

found in Tables 4 through 10. 

                                                 
21

 Inflation calculated using Producer Price Index for unprocessed and packaged fish, Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

http://www.bls.gov/ppi/#data 
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Table 3. Known Fisheries-Related Revenue (in U.S. Dollars) Received by the Community of Excursion Inlet: 2000-2010.  

Revenue source 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Raw fish tax
1
 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Shared Fisheries Business Tax
1
 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Fisheries Resource Landing Tax
1
 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Fuel transfer tax
2
 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Extraterritorial fish tax
2
 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Bulk fuel transfers
1
 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Boat hauls
2
 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Harbor usage
2
 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Port/dock usage
2
 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Fishing gear storage on public land
3
 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Marine fuel sales tax
3
 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Total fisheries-related revenue
4
 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Total municipal revenue
5
 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Note: n/a indicates that no data were reported for that year.  
1
 Alaska Department of Community and Economic Development (n.d.) Alaska Taxable (2000-2010). Retrieved April 15, 2011 

from http://www.commerce.state.ak.us/dca/osa/osa_summary.cfm. 
2
 Alaska Department of Community and Rural Affairs. (n.d.) Financial Documents Delivery System. Retrieved April 15, 2011 at 

http://www.commerce.state.ak.us/dcra/commfin/CF_FinRec.cfm. 
3
 Reported by community leaders in a survey conducted by the AFSC in 2011. 

4 
Total fisheries related revenue represents a sum of all known revenue sources in the previous rows. 

5 
Total municipal revenue represents the total revenue that the city reports each year in its municipal budget. Alaska Department 

of Community and Rural Affairs. (n.d.) Financial Documents Delivery System. Retrieved April 15, 2011 at 

http://www.commerce.state.ak.us/dcra/commfin/CF_FinRec.cfm. 
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Table 4. Permits and Permit Holders by Species, Excursion Inlet: 2000-2010. 

Species   2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Groundfish (LLP)
 1

 Total permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  Active permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  % of permits fished n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

  Total permit holders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Crab (LLP)
 1

 Total permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  Active permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  % of permits fished n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

  Total permit holders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Federal Fisheries  Total permits  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Permits
1
 Fished permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 
% of permits fished n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
Total permit holders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Crab (CFEC)
 2

 Total permits 2 1 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

  Fished permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  % of permits fished 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

  Total permit holders 2 1 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Other shellfish (CFEC)
 2

 Total permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  Fished permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  % of permits fished n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

  Total permit holders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Halibut (CFEC)
 2

 Total permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  Fished permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  % of permits fished n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

  Total permit holders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Herring (CFEC)
 2

 Total permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  Fished permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  % of permits fished n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

  Total permit holders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Table 4 cont’d. Permits and Permit Holders by Species , Excursion Inlet: 2000-2010. 

Species   2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Sablefish (CFEC)
 2

 Total permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  Fished permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  % of permits fished n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

  Total permit holders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Groundfish (CFEC)
 2

 Total permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  Fished permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  % of permits fished n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

  Total permit holders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other Finfish (CFEC)
 2

 Total permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  Fished permits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  % of permits fished n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

  Total permit holders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Salmon (CFEC)
 2

 Total permits  2 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

  Fished permits 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  % of permits fished 50% 0% 50% 50% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

  Total permit holders 2 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Total CFEC Permits
2
 Permits 4 2 4 4 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 

  Fished permits 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

  % of permits fished 25% 0% 25% 25% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

  Permit holders 4 2 4 4 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 
1 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 2011. Data on License Limitation Program, Alaska Federal Processor Permits (FPP), Federal Fisheries Permits (FFP), and 

Permit holders. NMFS Alaska Regional Office. Data compiled by Alaska Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle. [URL 

not publicly available as some information is confidential.]  
2 
Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission. 2011. Alaska commercial fishing permits, permit holders, and vessel licenses, 2000 – 2010. Data compiled 

by Alaska Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle. [URL not publicly available as some information is confidential.] 
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Table 5. Characteristics of the Commercial Fishing Sector in Excursion Inlet: 2000-2010. 

 Year Crew 

license 

holders
1 

Count of 

all fish 

buyers
2 

Count of shore-

side processing 

facilities
3 

Vessels primarily 

owned by 

residents
4 

Vessels 

homeported
4 

Vessels landing 

catch in 

Excursion 

Inlet
2 

Total net lb 

landed in 

Excursion 

Inlet
2,5 

Total ex-

vessel value of 

landings in 

Excursion 

Inlet
 2,5 

2000 1 3 1 3 7 2 -- -- 

2001 2 1 1 2 9 1 -- -- 

2002 2 1 1 4 9 1 -- -- 

2003 0 2 1 4 19 10 -- -- 

2004 0 2 1 2 19 112 -- -- 

2005 1 4 1 2 18 254 12,208,415 $3,708,504 

2006 0 2 1 0 12 99 -- -- 

2007 1 3 2 0 11 151 -- -- 

2008 0 2 1 0 10 173 -- -- 

2009 0 2 1 0 12 230 -- -- 

2010 0 5 1 0 9 234 7,731,259 $5,363,512 

Note: Cells showing “–“ indicate that the data are considered confidential. 
1
 Alaska Department of Fish and Game. 2011. Alaska sport fish and crew license holders, 2000 – 2010. ADF&G Division of Administrative Services. Data 

compiled by Alaska Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle. [URL not publicly available as some information is 

confidential.] 
2
 Alaska Department of Fish and Game, and Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission. 2011. Alaska fish ticket data. Data compiled by Alaska 

Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle. [URL not publicly available as some information is confidential.] 
3
 Alaska Department of Fish and Game. (2011). Data on Alaska fish processors. ADF&G Division of Commercial Fisheries. Data compiled by Alaska 

Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle. [URL not publicly available as some information is confidential.] 
4 
Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission. 2011. Alaska commercial fishing permits, permit holders, and vessel licenses, 2000 – 2010. Data compiled 

by Alaska Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle. [URL not publicly available as some information is confidential.] 
5 
Totals only represent non-confidential data.
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Table 6. Halibut Catch Share Program Participation in Excursion Inlet : 2000-2010. 

Year Number of Halibut 

Quota Share 

Account Holders 

Halibut 

Quota 

Shares Held 

Halibut IFQ 

Allotment (lb) 

2000 0 0 0 

2001 0 0 0 

2002 0 0 0 

2003 0 0 0 

2004 0 0 0 

2005 0 0 0 

2006 0 0 0 

2007 0 0 0 

2008 0 0 0 

2009 0 0 0 

2010 0 0 0 

Source: National Marine Fisheries Service. 2011. Alaska Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) permit data. NMFS Alaska 

Regional Office. Data compiled by Alaska Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, 

Seattle. [URL not publicly available as some information is confidential.] 

 
Table 7. Sablefish Catch Share Program Participation by Residents of Excursion Inlet : 

2000-2010. 

Year Number of Sablefish 

Quota Share Account 

Holders 

Sablefish Quota 

Shares Held 

Sablefish IFQ 

Allotment (lb) 

2000 0 0 0 

2001 0 0 0 

2002 0 0 0 

2003 0 0 0 

2004 0 0 0 

2005 0 0 0 

2006 0 0 0 

2007 0 0 0 

2008 0 0 0 

2009 0 0 0 

2010 0 0 0 

Source: National Marine Fisheries Service. 2011. Alaska Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) permit data. NMFS Alaska 

Regional Office. Data compiled by Alaska Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, 

Seattle. [URL not publicly available as some information is confidential.] 

 

Table 8. Bering Sea and Aleutian Island Crab Catch Share Program Participation by 

Residents of Excursion Inlet: 2000-2010. 

Year Number of Crab Quota 

Share Account Holders 

Crab Quota Shares 

Held 

Crab IFQ 

Allotment (lb) 

2005 0 0 0 

2006 0 0 0 

2007 0 0 0 

2008 0 0 0 

2009 0 0 0 

2010 0 0 0 

Source: National Marine Fisheries Service. 2011. Alaska Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) permit data. NMFS Alaska 

Regional Office. Data compiled by Alaska Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, 

Seattle. [URL not publicly available as some information is confidential.] 
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Table 9. Landed Pounds and Ex-vessel Revenue, by Species, in Excursion Inlet: 2000-2010. 

Total Net Lb
1 

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Crab 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Finfish -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Halibut -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Herring -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Other Groundfish -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Other Shellfish -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Pacific Cod -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Pollock -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Sablefish -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Salmon -- -- -- -- -- 12,070,464 -- -- -- -- 7,704,191 

Total
2
 -- -- -- -- -- 12,070,464 -- -- -- -- 7,704,191 

Ex-vessel Value (nominal U.S. dollars) 

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Crab $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Finfish -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Halibut -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Herring -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Other Groundfish -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Other Shellfish -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Pacific Cod -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Pollock -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Sablefish -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Salmon -- -- -- -- -- $3,314,177 -- -- -- -- $5,308,513 

Total
2
 -- -- -- -- -- $3,314,177 -- -- -- -- $5,308,513 

Note: Cells showing “–“ indicate that the data are considered confidential. 

Source: Alaska Department of Fish and Game, and Alaska Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission. 2011. Alaska 

fish ticket data. Data compiled by  Alaska Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, 

Seattle. [URL not publicly available as some information is confidential.] 
1
 Net lb refers to the landed weight recorded in fish tickets.  

2
 Totals only represent non-confidential data. 
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Table 10. Landed Pounds and Ex-vessel Revenue, by Species, by Excursion Inlet Residents: 

2000-2010. 

Total Net Lb
1 

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Crab -- -- -- -- -- -- 0 0 0 0 0 

Finfish -- -- -- -- -- -- 0 0 0 0 0 

Halibut -- -- -- -- -- -- 0 0 0 0 0 

Herring -- -- -- -- -- -- 0 0 0 0 0 

Other Groundfish -- -- -- -- -- -- 0 0 0 0 0 

Other Shellfish -- -- -- -- -- -- 0 0 0 0 0 

Pacific Cod -- -- -- -- -- -- 0 0 0 0 0 

Pollock -- -- -- -- -- -- 0 0 0 0 0 

Sablefish -- -- -- -- -- -- 0 0 0 0 0 

Salmon -- -- -- -- -- -- 0 0 0 0 0 

Total
2 

-- -- -- -- -- -- 0 0 0 0 0 

Ex-vessel Value (nominal U.S. dollars) 

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Crab -- -- -- -- -- -- $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Finfish -- -- -- -- -- -- $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Halibut -- -- -- -- -- -- $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Herring -- -- -- -- -- -- $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Other Groundfish -- -- -- -- -- -- $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Other Shellfish -- -- -- -- -- -- $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Pacific Cod -- -- -- -- -- -- $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Pollock -- -- -- -- -- -- $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Sablefish -- -- -- -- -- -- $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Salmon -- -- -- -- -- -- $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Total
2 

-- -- -- -- -- -- $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Note: Cells showing “–“ indicate that the data are considered confidential. 

ADF&G and CFEC. 2011. Alaska fish ticket data. Data compiled by  Alaska Fisheries Information Network for 

Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle. [URL not publicly available as some information is confidential.] 
1
 Net lb refers to the landed weight recorded in fish tickets.  

2
 Totals only represent non-confidential data. 

 

 

Recreational Fishing 

 

 Recreational fishing is not an important part of Excursion Inlet’s economy. Between 

2000 and 2003, there was one registered sport fish guide business. In addition, there were no 

registered charter operators in the community between 2000 and 2010. One resident held a 

sportfishing license in 2010, compared to four in 2000. No sportfishing licenses were sold in the 

community between 2000 and 2010 (Table 11).  

 Excursion Inlet is located in the Glacier Bay ADF&G Harvest Survey Area which 

includes all waters of Alaska, including drainages, south of Cape Fairweather to and including 

Chichagof drainages into Icy Strait and Cross Sound, west of Point Couverden and the Haines 

Borough boundary. In 2010, there were at total of 29,025 saltwater angler days fished and 2,990 

freshwater angler days fished, compared to 38,126 and 3,249 in 2000, respectively (Table 11). In 

that year, non-Alaska residents accounted for 80.4% of saltwater angler days fished, compared to 

57.8% in 2000. In addition, non-Alaska residents accounted for 78.5% of freshwater angler days 

fished, compared to 37.9% in 2000.  
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Table 11. Sport Fishing Trends, Excursion Inlet: 2000-2010. 

Year 

Active Sport 

Fish Guide 

Businesses
1
 

Sport Fish 

Guide 

Licenses
1
 

Sport Fishing 

Licenses Sold 

to Residents
2
 

Sport Fishing 

Licenses Sold in 

Excursion Inlet
2
 

2000 1 1 4 0 

2001 1 0 5 0 

2002 1 0 4 0 

2003 1 0 4 0 

2004 0 0 2 0 

2005 0 0 4 0 

2006 0 0 5 0 

2007 0 0 4 0 

2008 0 0 3 0 

2009 0 0 1 0 

2010 0 0 1 0 

 

 Saltwater Freshwater 

Year 

Angler Days 

Fished – Non-

residents
3
 

Angler Days 

Fished – 

Alaska 

Residents
3
 

Angler Days 

Fished – 

Non-

residents
3
 

Angler Days 

Fished – 

Alaska 

Residents
3
 

2000 22,025 16,101 1,231 2,018 

2001 20,935 18,028 1,991 1,512 

2002 19,213 9,293 1,868 1,305 

2003 17,403 14,706 651 1,464 

2004 28,202 9,304 1,434 810 

2005 30,641 16,832 1,264 1,076 

2006 29,274 10,514 988 1,658 

2007 33,057 14,365 1,860 3,323 

2008 30,119 7,061 1,550 1,421 

2009 29,042 9,744 1,253 1,118 

2010 23,338 5,687 2,347 643 
1
 Alaska Department of Fish and Game. 2011. Alaska sport fish guide licenses and businesses, 

2000 – 2010. ADF&G Division of Administrative Services. Data compiled by Alaska Fisheries 

Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle. [URL not publicly available 

as some information is confidential.] 
2
 Alaska Department of Fish and Game. 2011. Alaska sport fish and crew license holders, 2000 

– 2010. ADF&G Division of Administrative Services. Data compiled by Alaska Fisheries 

Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle. [URL not publicly available 

as some information is confidential.] 
3
 Alaska Department of Fish and Game. 2011. Alaska Sport Fishing Survey results, 2000 – 

2010. ADF&G Division of Sport Fish, Alaska Statewide Harvest Survey project. Data 

compiled by Alaska Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, 

Seattle. http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sf/sportfishingsurvey/ (Accessed September 2011). 
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Subsistence Fishing 

 

 Subsistence fishing was once an important way of life for the Tlingit people who 

originally lived in the area. However, Excursion Inlet is not considered a subsistence based 

community by more recent standards. Information regarding subsistence participation is 

extremely limited. No data are available for household participation in subsistence activities. The 

only recorded data for salmon harvests comes from 2000 when residents reported harvesting 20 

sockeye salmon on two subsistence salmon permits. Between 2003 and 2007, two residents held 

Subsistence Halibut Registration Certificates (SHARC), although no halibut was harvested in 

those years. No data are available regarding marine mammal harvests. Information regarding 

subsistence trends can be found in Tables 12 through 15. 

 

 
Table 12. Subsistence Participation by Household and Species, Excursion Inlet: 2000-2010. 

Year 

% Households 

Participating 

in Salmon 

Subsistence 

% Households 

Participating 

in  Halibut 

Subsistence 

% Households 

Participating 

in  Marine 

Mammal 

Subsistence 

% Households 

Participating 

in Marine 

Invertebrate 

Subsistence 

% Households 

Participating in 

Non-Salmon 

Fish 

Subsistence 

Per Capita 

Subsistence 

Harvest (lb) 

2000 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2001 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2002 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2003 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2004 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2005 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2006 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2007 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2008 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2009 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2010 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Note: n/a indicates that no data were reported for that year.  

Source: Alaska Department of Fish and Game. 2011. Community Subsistence Information System (CSIS). ADF&G 

Division of Subsistence. Data compiled by Alaska Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science 

Center, Seattle. http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sb/CSIS/ (Accessed February 2011). 
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Table 13. Subsistence Fishing Participation for Salmon, Marine Invertebrates, and Non-

Salmon Fish, Excursion Inlet: 2000-2010. 

Year 

Subsistence 

Salmon 

Permits 

Issued
1
 

Salmon 

Permits 

Returned
1
 

Chinook 

Salmon 

Harvested
1
 

Chum 

Salmon 

Harvested
1
 

Coho 

Salmon 

Harvested
1
 

Pink 

Salmon 

Harvested
1
 

Sockeye 

Salmon 

Harvested
1
 

Lb of 

Marine 

Inverts
2
 

Lb of 

Non-

Salmon 

Fish
2
 

2000 2 2 n/a 106 n/a n/a 20 n/a n/a 

2001 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2002 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2003 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2004 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2005 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2006 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2007 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2008 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2009 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2010 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Note: n/a indicates that no data were reported for that year.  
1
 Fall, J.A., C. Brown, N. Braem, J.J. Simon, W.E. Simeone, D.L. Holen, L. Naves, L. Hutchinson-Scarborough, T. Lemons, and 

T.M. Krieg. 2011, revised. Alaska subsistence salmon fisheries 2008 annual report. Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

Division of Subsistence, Technical Paper No. 359, Anchorage. Data compiled by Alaska Fisheries Information Network for 

Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle. 
2 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game. 2011. Community Subsistence Information System (CSIS). ADF&G Division of 

Subsistence. Data compiled by Alaska Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle. 

http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sb/CSIS/ (Accessed February 2011). 
 

 

Table 14. Subsistence Halibut Fishing Participation, Excursion Inlet: 2003-2010. 

Year 
SHARC 

Issued 

SHARC 

Cards Fished 

SHARC Halibut 

Lb Harvested 

2003 2 n/a n/a 

2004 2 n/a n/a 

2005 2 n/a n/a 

2006 2 n/a n/a 

2007 2 n/a n/a 

2008 n/a n/a n/a 

2009 n/a n/a n/a 

2010 n/a n/a n/a 

Note: n/a indicates that no data were reported for that year.  

Source: Fall, J.A. and D. Koster. 2011. Subsistence harvests of Pacific halibut 

in Alaska, 2009. Alaska Department of Fish and Game Division of 

Subsistence, Technical Paper No. 357, Anchorage. Data compiled by Alaska 

Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle.  
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Table 15. Subsistence Harvests of Marine Mammal Resources, Excursion Inlet: 2000-2010. 

Year 
# of Beluga 

Whales
1
 

# of Sea 

Otters
2
 

# of 

Walrus
2
 

# of Polar 

Bears
2
 

# of Steller 

Sea Lions
3
 

# of Harbor 

Seals
3
 

# of Spotted 

Seals
3
 

2000 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2001 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2002 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2003 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2004 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2005 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2006 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2007 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2008 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2009 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

2010 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

Note: n/a indicates that no data were reported for that year.  
1
 Frost, K.J., and R.S. Suydam. 2010. Subsistence harvest of beluga or white whales (Delphinapterus leucas) in 

northern and western Alaska, 1987–2006. J. Cetacean Res. Manage. 11(3): 293–299. Data compiled by Alaska 

Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle. 
2
 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2011. Marking, Tagging and Reporting Program data bases for northern sea otter, 

Pacific walrus and polar bear. Office of Marine Mammals Management. Anchorage, Alaska. Data compiled by 

Alaska Fisheries Information Network for Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle. 
3 
Wolfe, R.J., Fall, J.A. and M. Riedel. 2009. The subsistence harvest of harbor seals and sea lions by Alaska Natives 

in 2008. Alaska Native Harbor Seal Commission and Alaska Department of Fish and Game Division of Subsistence, 

Technical Paper No. 347, Anchorage.  

 


