ASAMM-Beaufort — Flight 24 — 22 September 2014

Area flown: Blocks 1 and 2, seven complete transects; block 5, one partial transect.

Total hours flown: 9.4 (2 flights)

Total transect hours: 3.2

Number of bowheads seen: 208 (6 calves)

Weather and visibility: Skies were partly cloudy. Sea state ranged from Beaufort 2-5. Visibility varied
from O to 10 km, with glare, low ceilings, and haze. There was no sea ice in the area surveyed. Low
ceilings prevented survey coverage of blocks 5 and 7.

Sightings: Bowhead whales, belugas (including 3 calves), unidentified cetaceans, one bearded seal,
polar bears, and small unidentified pinnipeds. Most bowhead whales were feeding or milling, with one
large group (>100 whales) nearshore between Demarcation Bay and Komakuk (69.6°N, 140.2°W) and
smaller groups north of Oliktok Point (~70.5°N, 149.9°W) and east of Prudhoe Bay. Of special interest
is the large (>80 whales) feeding group directly north of Prudhoe Bay, which is not an area where
feeding whales are commonly seen. All polar bears were seen on shore or barrier islands, including 26
bears on Cross Island.

Preliminary Summary, Flight 24 Date: 9/22/2014

Total bowhead whales: 208

Start time: 9/22/2014 9:31:12 AM

End time: 9/22/2014 7:46:58 PM

Bowhead whale sightings: 62

Transect minutes: 193

Transect km:697.7

Bowhead whales on transect: 36

Circling minutes: 161

Circling km: 305.8

Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs: 6

Trans+Circ minutes: 354

Trans+Circ km: 1003.5

Bowhead whale cow-calf pairs on
transect: 1

Search minutes: 25

Search km: 89.6

Bowhead whale repeats: 1

Total minutes: 562

Total km: 2086.6

Possible repeats: 0

Deadhead minutes: 183

Deadhead km: 993.5

Total gray whales: 0 Search blocks: 5, 1, 2, 10

Total belugas: 36 Transect blocks: 1, 5, 2

Other whale sightings: 2

Total walrus: 0

Total polar bears: 31

Event Lat Long Block Species Total | Calves | Behavior | Swim Direction | On Effort
113 69.64 | -140.65 5 bowhead whale 11 1 mill -1 False
114 69.64 | -140.64 5 bowhead whale 5 0 mill -1 False
134 69.63 | -140.59 5 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False
147 69.63 | -140.57 5 bowhead whale 3 0 feed -1 False
181 69.62 | -140.54 5 bowhead whale 2 0 feed -1 False
183 69.62 | -140.56 5 bowhead whale 5 0 feed -1 False
184 69.62 | -140.57 5 bowhead whale 1 0 feed -1 False
185 69.62 | -140.58 5 bowhead whale 3 0 feed -1 False
186 69.62 | -140.59 5 bowhead whale 5 0 feed -1 False
187 69.63 | -140.6 5 bowhead whale 4 0 feed -1 False
188 69.63 | -140.61 5 bowhead whale 4 0 feed -1 False
189 69.63 | -140.62 5 bowhead whale 17 0 feed -1 False
190 69.63 | -140.63 5 bowhead whale 15 0 feed -1 False
207 69.62 | -140.61 5 bowhead whale 25 0 feed -1 False
231 69.59 | -140.24 5 beluga 1 0 rest -1 False
274 69.65 | -140.9 5 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False
275 69.66 | -140.92 5 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False
280 69.65 | -140.9 5 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False
289 69.68 | -141.06 5 bowhead whale 2 1 swim 297 False
300 69.69 | -141.08 5 bowhead whale 2 0 unknown -1 False
451 70.61 | -149.93 1 bowhead whale 5 0 mill -1 True
454 70.63 | -149.93 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 32 True
468 70.64 | -149.88 1 bowhead whale 8 1 mill -1 False
492 70.67 | -149.9 1 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False
512 70.76 | -149.94 1 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 True
622 70.86 | -149.38 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 324 True




710 70.52 | -148.93 1 bowhead whale 5 0 mill -1 True
711 70.53 | -148.93 1 bowhead whale 6 0 mill -1 True
726 70.54 | -148.98 1 bowhead whale 4 0 mill -1 False
772 71.08 | -148.71 2 unid cetacean 1 0 unknown -1 False
789 71.08 | -148.77 2 beluga 1 0 mill -1 False
795 71.11 | -148.7 2 beluga 3 0 mill -1 True
810 71.3 | -148.62 2 beluga 1 0 mill -1 True
811 71.3 | -148.62 2 beluga 1 0 mill -1 True
833 71.2 | -148.27 2 beluga 2 0 mill -1 True
835 71.19 | -148.27 2 beluga 1 0 mill -1 True
836 71.18 | -148.27 2 beluga 1 0 swim 271 True
837 71.17 | -148.27 2 beluga 2 1 swim 273 True
839 71.17 | -148.27 2 beluga 1 0 swim 273 True
840 71.16 | -148.28 2 beluga 1 0 mill -1 True
892 70.59 | -148.39 1 beluga 1 0 swim 278 True
895 70.57 | -148.4 1 bowhead whale 2 1 feed -1 True
906 70.57 | -148.49 1 beluga 1 0 mill -1 False
914 70.56 | -148.4 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim 87 False
929 70.53 | -148.25 1 bowhead whale 3 0 mill -1 False
939 70.47 | -148.12 1 bowhead whale 3 0 mill -1 False
940 70.48 | -148.12 1 bowhead whale 4 0 mill -1 False
941 70.48 | -148.13 1 bowhead whale 6 0 mill -1 False
942 70.49 | -148.14 1 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False
944 70.5 | -148.17 1 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False
945 70.5 | -148.18 1 bowhead whale 3 0 mill -1 False
947 70.5 -148.2 1 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False
948 70.51 | -148.22 1 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False
950 70.51 | -148.24 1 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False
951 70.51 | -148.24 1 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False
952 70.52 | -148.25 1 bowhead whale 4 0 mill -1 False
953 70.52 | -148.26 1 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False
955 70.53 | -148.28 1 bowhead whale 4 0 mill -1 False
956 70.53 | -148.28 1 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False
959 70.55 | -148.35 1 bowhead whale 1 0 swim -1 False
971 70.5 | -148.41 1 bowhead whale 3 0 feed -1 True
1014 | 70.48 | -147.83 1 bowhead whale 7 0 feed -1 True
1024 | 70.47 | -147.74 1 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False
1029 | 70.46 | -147.75 1 bowhead whale 2 0 mill -1 False
1031 | 70.47 | -147.74 1 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False
1034 | 70.46 | -147.73 1 bowhead whale 7 1 feed -1 False
1051 | 70.47 | -147.71 1 bowhead whale 3 0 mill -1 False
1055 | 70.48 | -147.7 1 bowhead whale 3 0 mill -1 False
1058 70.5 | -147.74 1 bowhead whale 5 0 mill -1 False
1063 70.5 | -147.71 1 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False
1068 | 70.51 | -147.83 1 bowhead whale 3 0 mill -1 True
1071 | 70.53 | -147.84 1 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 True
1112 | 71.08 | -147.94 2 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True
1122 | 71.19 | -147.95 2 beluga 1 0 mill -1 True
1123 | 71.19 | -147.95 2 beluga 1 0 mill -1 True
1125 | 71.21 | -147.96 2 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True
1127 | 71.22 | -147.96 2 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True
1129 | 71.23 | -147.96 2 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True
1130 | 71.24 | -147.97 2 beluga 2 1 rest -1 True
1132 | 71.25 | -147.97 2 beluga 1 0 mill -1 True
1133 | 71.26 | -147.97 2 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True
1138 | 71.32 | -147.97 2 beluga 1 0 rest -1 True
1141 | 71.33 | -147.97 10 beluga 2 0 rest -1 False
1177 | 71.09 | -147.28 2 beluga 1 0 mill -1 True
1184 | 70.99 | -147.28 2 beluga 2 1 mill -1 True
1186 | 70.99 | -147.28 2 beluga 1 0 swim 268 True
1218 | 70.54 | -147.29 1 unid cetacean 1 0 unknown -1 True
1234 | 70.42 | -147.3 1 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 True
1240 | 70.38 | -147.22 1 bowhead whale 6 1 mill -1 False
1243 | 70.38 | -147.21 1 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False
1246 | 70.37 | -147.19 1 bowhead whale 3 0 mill -1 False
1248 | 70.37 | -147.19 1 bowhead whale 1 0 mill -1 False
1322 | 70.96 | -146.75 2 beluga 1 0 swim 96 True
1323 | 70.96 | -146.75 2 beluga 1 0 swim 96 True
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Cynthia Christman
NOAANMF S/AFSC/NMML
NMFS Permit No. 14245
Funded by BOEM (A Contract No. M11PG00033)

Bowhead whales feeding near Komakuk Beach, Canada (event 207), ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 24, 22 September 2014.

Jessica Ta

NOAA/NMFS/AF

MFS Permit No. 14245
Funded by BOEM (IA Contract No. M11PG00033)

Bowhead whale cow-calf pair north of Prudhoe Bay (event 895), ASAMM-Beaufort Flight 24, 22 September 2014.
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